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Whatever happened 
to the returnees? 

A few are leaving Jordan, some enjoy the fruit of their labor 
in the Gulf, but the majority continue to suffer three years 

after the Gulf Crisis. . 


By Bilal Hijjawi 

Star Staff Writer 

MUCH OF the media hype that had once target¬ 
ed the hot .topic of Jordanian and Palestinian ex¬ 
patriates' exodus back into Jordan before, during 
and after the Gulf War, has long been muffed. 
While some 10 percent of the returnees, as they 
are called now, could secure a well-off standard 
of living, the remaining 90 percent faced the 
burden of picking up the fragments of theirtoce 
envied style of life. But where are the returnees 
today? And have they finally blended into the 
social, economic and political mainstream of 
Jordanian life? 

Of the estimated 350,000 returnees, only 5 
percent were considered rich enough to maintain 
the same siandard of living that they enjoyed 
back in the Gulf. Some had even welcomed the 
opportunity to pack up and return to Jordan. 
"Leaving Kuwait did not change me at all —. it 
did not cut through my hopes for a better life, 
nor did it change my perceptions and principles 
about life," 1 said Mr Nizam AJ Farouqi. partner 
at the Kuwait-based Mechanical, Electrical Co. 
and who also controls overseas business inter¬ 
ests through his office in Amman. 

But he is in the minority: Being financially in¬ 
dependent he did not suffer the sudden uproot- 
ing from Kuwait. He said that should Kuwait al¬ 
low him to return today — he would appreciate 
the offer, but he will turn it down absolutely, 
"Our dignity will be at stake. I will never go 
through this madness again." 

Mr Saad Hijjawi, general director of Horizon 
Advertising agnecy in Amman, was vacationing' 
in Jordan when Iraq invaded Kuwait He ac¬ 
knowledged the fact that his investment in Jor¬ 
dan should have come earlier. "Today our adver¬ 
tising agency has struck good business here." He 
said that his field of operation in Amman is 
more promising today than it was when he first 
started it in November 1991. "I could draw on. 
my background in professional promotion and 
advertising to help Jordan’s market. T was appre¬ 
ciated here and that made me feel good and at 

home." Hijjawi said. 

He wouldn't go back to Kuwait even if he was 
'asked to, he said. "More likely I would coordi¬ 
nate my Kuwait operation — which has not 
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lie Italian Embassy In Jordan 

and 

e Italian Institute for External Commerce 

te all Jordanian specialised companies to attend the 

schnological Symposium on Medical Equipment" 
which will be held on May 15th and 16th, 1993 
at the Inter.Continental Hotel, Amman 

starting 10:00 a.m. 

Italian companies coming from Italy will present themselves 
their products. 

father information, please call the Second Secretary of the 
Amman, Dr. Raffaele de Benedictis (Ph.638185, 
m J£5o PO Box 9800) or Dr Hani H. Shaheen (MBF 
resfentstive Ph. and Fax 683028, P.O. Box 926775, Amman) 
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deputy general director at the Cooperative Soci¬ 
ety for the Gulf War Returnees in Amman. He 
expressed the same satisfaction as Mr Hijjawi of 
being in Jordan. H 1 would stay in Amman but I 
would capitalize on my long established con¬ 
tacts in Kuwait by trying to open up the market 
there for Jordanian products when the lime 
comes." 

He said that he did not regret the time spent 
there but he also wished -that Jordan's embassy 
in Kuwait had played a greater role in educating 
expatriates about Jordan. "We did not get to feel 
that we belonged to Jordan except in terms of le¬ 
gal documentation and that involved a tangled 
bureaucratic procedure. So naturally, we didn't 
think but of Kuwait, and we forgot to secure 
ourselves a cushion should we fall out. And we 
did," Mr Saymeh said. 

Mr Yahia Ef Uteibi, chairman of the Returnees 
Co-operative Society, who also owns and oper¬ 
ates a restaurant near Hussein's Sports City, is 
content with what he has accomplished as a pri¬ 
vate person and a public servant. "We predicted 
the tidal wave that was to wash us off Kuwaiti 
shores — the idea of a society was incubated as 
war in the Gulf was progressing. But the incor¬ 
poration of the Society in Jordan followed 
through in September 1991." The cooperative 
society had intended to develop a nonprofit hos¬ 
pital for the benefit of die returnees but couldn't 
for lack of resources. "We’ve settled for a medi¬ 
cal primary unit, but the idea hasn't died," said 
Uteibi. 

The cases that have been documented by die 
unit's "extremely active doctor" has shown that 
an alarming number of medical cases among the 
returnees have developed due to high blood 
pressure and heart disorders. "Most- nave been 
motivated by psychological and traumatic suf¬ 
ferings." 

Mr Uteibi charged that instead of supporting 
it, most returnees are becoming a burden cm the 
economy. The society he chairs keeps record of 
many returnee cases who have sold out all earth¬ 
ly belongings and are on welfare in Jordan. 

Mr Uteibi blamed the government for failing 
to take advantage of the human resources that 
suddenly poured into Jordan. He added that, 
while early calls by his Majesty King Hussein 
and Crown Prince Hassan on Jordanians to get 
the repatriated human resource working for the 
country, very little has materialized on the 
ground. 

"We’ve remain highly stereotyped. People still 
think of us as aristocratic and as indulging in 
materialistic lifestyles, while the returnees’ mis¬ 
ery index has climbed up fast," Uteibi said. He 
added that more than half of the foreign curren¬ 
cies repatriated by the returnees has been deplet¬ 
ed while trying to set up business and settling 
down. "The returnees deserve another look — 
while many have succeeded, the majority is still 
in need of help and a good number have become 
impoverished," Utiebi said. 

But capital and talent flight would add up to a 
significant loss — especialy if many returnees 
begin to leave. "Jordanians cannot afford to con¬ 
tinue to be indifferent It is not only returnees 
that we need to lore into Jordan, but foreign in¬ 
vestors as well,” Uteibi added. ■ 


Iraq's decision to cancel 
bank note costs local 
speculators millions 

AMMAN (Star) — Tens of Jordanian speculators were 
sadly counting their losses, running into hundreds of mil¬ 
lions of dollara, as a result of Iraq’s unexpected decision 
Tuesday to cancel a Swiss edition of the 25 Iraqi dinar 
hank note. To prevent smuggling of the note back into 
Iraq, Baghdad announced that it was closing its borders 
for six days. Iraqis were given until next week to replace 
the Swiss bank note after which the currency will become 
nulL 

The Central Bank of Jordan (CBJ) had warned specu¬ 
lators. of the dangers associated with speculation against 
the Iraqi dinar. But many stayed in the market and took 
heavy losses. "1 estimate that between 70 to 100 million 
Iraqi dinar s of the 25 dinar Swiss version were circulat¬ 
ing in Amman when the decision was announced," said 
Mr Makram AI Alami, of Jawdat and Khalil Al Alami 
Currency Exchange Co. 

The news brought the street exchange rate for the Iraqi 
dina r to a record low of 12 to 15 fils for notes printed in¬ 
side Iraq. Al Alami added that Jordanians will most like¬ 
ly stop dealing in Iraqi dinars as a result of this latest 
measure. One reaction would be felt in Amman's Finan¬ 
cial Market as people would again find the AFM a more 
secure place for their investments. Mr Al Alami conclud¬ 
ed that because most companies with business ties to Iraq 
used the non-Swiss 25 dinar denomination — the decision 
would not cause local industries a great loss. 

Observers say Iraq's decision will cost Gulf speculators 
billions of dollars as most of them used the Swiss note. ■ 
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■ Israeli-Arab negotiations continued into their second week on Wednesday with Palestinian and Is¬ 
raeli delegates expressing hope and optimism that the ninth round of the Middle East peace negotia¬ 
tions was finally moving into substantive issues. The Palestinians were reported to have asked the rest 
of the Arab delegations to extend the ninth round by another week. Head of the Palestinian team. Dr 
Haider Abdel Shaft told Israeli Radio on Wednesday that the Israelis have expressed their readiness to 
transfer certain jurisdictions to the Palestinians, but no definite offers on land and the interim self gov¬ 
ernment were made yet. He said he hoped that a letter of understanding will be agreed upon between 
the Palestinians and the Israelis before the end of the current round. But headded that the Israelis 
have failed to fulfil their promise to review a-Iist containing the'names of additional Palestinian de¬ 
portees. No progress was reported from the Syrian, Jordanian and Lebanese sides. 
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An unconventional report on Jordanian news and 
views edited by Dr Marwan Al Asmar 


It's November for 
parliamentary 
election! 

■ His Majesty King Hussein 
has said that November wii! 
probably be the month for the 
Parliamentary elections accord¬ 
ing to a TV interview with Re¬ 
uters. The King said that the 
present electoral law is still un¬ 
der consideration. 

Population issues 
discussed 

■ The population of the Arab 
World is expected to increase 
by 45 million to 299 million by 
the year 2000, a three per cent 
increase and nearly double the 
world figure of 1.7 per cent ac¬ 
cording to the Abu Dhabi- 
based Arab Fund. The Fund 
fears that this dramatic rise, 
presendy at 244 million, will 
likely lead to massive social 
problems. 

Egypt 
will wit- 

crease in 
from 58 to 

by Sudan Queen Noor 
and Moroc¬ 
co, whose 

present population is 39.1 and 
29.1 million respectively. Fifty 
per cent of the Arab population 
is under 15 years of age while 
in the industrial countries it is 
22 per cent and in other Third 
World countries it is 38 per 
cent, according to the Fund. 

Similarly, the number of 
workers in Arab countries will 
increase by 20 million from 67 
to 87 million. 

With these thoughts in mind 
Her Majesty Queen Noor 
opened a conference on popula¬ 
tion at the University of Jordan. 
Delivering a keynote address, 
the Queen stressed the need to 
control population growth in 
the light of Jordan’s limited re¬ 
sources. She called on identify¬ 
ing new and realistic set of na¬ 
tional development principles. 
The Queen said that three cu¬ 
mulative outcomes of the popu¬ 
lation explosion of the 1980s 
can be detected. One is the det- 
rerioration of the quality of life, 
the second is the increase in the 
number of needy and the thrid 
is the pressures on the society 
as a whole. 

The Queen said that our na¬ 


Queen Noor 


tional population policy should 
not be restricted to the tradi¬ 
tional, but should aim at reach¬ 
ing a comprehensive under¬ 
standing of human 
development that includes po¬ 
litical participation and eco¬ 
nomic growth. 

Elections frictions 

■ Former Minister of Health, 
Mamdouh Al Abadi, will run 
for the coming Parliamentary 
elections. According to the 
weekly Sheehan , he will be 
backed by 
Fateh , the 
Palestinian 
nationalist 
movement. 

Similarly, 
the previ¬ 
ous head nf 
Military In¬ 
telligence, 

Dhaif Allah MKUani 
Mansour Al 
Ziben, will 

also fight the coming election 
for the central region constitu¬ 
ency, a tribal area. Also a num¬ 
ber of jour¬ 
nalists will 
also run for 
the elec- j 
tions. 

These in¬ 
clude Ma- 
hammad 
Dawodia, 
the now 

Press Sec- . ■— 
retaiy in Khader 
the Royal 

Court and Mahmmod Al Kayed 
the Editor-in-Chief of Al-Rai.. 
Other Journalists include col¬ 
umnists such as George Had¬ 
dad and Abdallah Maias. Ac¬ 
cording to Ad Dastour over a 
1000 candi¬ 
dates will 
be fighting 
over the 
80-seat 
Lower 
House. 

Amongst 
these are 
verv inter- 

saur 

that will be 

running for the first time. Dr 
Ibrahim Zeid Al Kilani the fa¬ 
mous gynecologist,the Senator 
Dr Ishaq Al Farhan and the 
lawyer Hani Al Dahala. There 
will also be two women candi¬ 
dates running, the famous As- 
mah Khader and the writer Tu- 
jan Feisal, an altogether 
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interesting veriaty. 

AmJdest all this, the Arab 
Baath Party is taking the Minis¬ 
ter of Interior. Jawdat Al Sboul, 

to the High Court to contest 
his order to give a licence to 
the Baath Social Party, which 
has a similar name, according 
to the same paper. The Baath 
Party is afraid that voters may¬ 
be confused at the election and 
vote for the wrong party. 

More parties join 
the race 

■ Two more political parties 
will be set up. One being a cen¬ 
trist Al Watan Party, which be¬ 
lieves in the principles of the 
Great Arab Revolt, while the 
other party, yet to be named, is 
believed to be backed by one of 
the Palestinian organizations. 
Jordan's Green Party is also in 
the process of being estab¬ 
lished. 

First fruits of the 
peace 

negotiations! 

■ As part of the Washington 

peace negotiations, an Ameri- 
c an-Palestinian watch-dog 

committee on the building of 
Israeli settlements in the Occu¬ 
pied Territories has been set¬ 
up. Palestinian ambassador to 
Jordan, Mr Al Tayeb Abd Al 
Rahim told Reuters that the 
purpose of the joint committee 
is to "exchange information 
concerning settlement activi¬ 
ties," to make sure that Israel 
does not build new settlements 
and monitor any violation by 
the Israelis. Israel also has for 
the first. time agreed to allow 
the Palestinian inhabitants of 
East Jerusalem to partake in 
elections to choose members of 
the Administrative Council that 
would be responsible for self- 
rule. Though their participation 
will be conditional on the fact . 

.'that ballot boxes should be out¬ 
side the legal administrative 
area of Jerusalem and that East 
Jerusalem may not elect a rep¬ 
resentative to the Administra¬ 
tive Council. Israel's conces¬ 
sions seem to know no bounds 
— it has also agreed to allow 
two Palestinian academics, the 
London-based Dr Ahmed Al 
Khalidi and the Paris-based Dr 
Kamil Mansour, to join the 
peace process as advisors to 
their team, as the head of the 
Israeli delegation Professor Ru¬ 
binstein stated. 

America watches 
our democracy 
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■ US foreign assistance to Jor¬ 
dan is linked to democratiza¬ 
tion, the peace process and to 
sanctions enforcement, said the 
Assistant Secretary of State for 
Near Eastern Affairs Edward 
Djerejian, presenting foreign 
assistance requests to the Con¬ 
gressional House Foreign Af¬ 
fairs Subcommittee on Europe 
and the Middle East on 28 
April. 

Mr Dje¬ 
rejian said 
"Jordan has 
taken very 
significant 
' steps to¬ 
wards de¬ 
mocracy 
over the 
past four 
years. This 
is one of 
the least ap¬ 
preciated success stories in the 
Middle East. Thus, maintaining 
stability in Jordan is part of our 
overall support for democrati¬ 
zation,” a support that is need¬ 
ed "more than ever." Mr Djere- 
jian maintained that "Our 
assistance also helps sustain 
Jordan’s very positive role in 
the Arab-Israeli peace process 
and its commitment to guaran¬ 
teeing the security of its bor¬ 
der...." and "have significantly 
improved UN sanctions against 
Iraq." 

Because of this and coupled 
with the fact that "Jordan has a 
mixed economy" and "heavily 
dependent on regional trade" 
which sanctions enforcement 
has deeply affected and togeth¬ 
er with its "staggering debt”, 
the Djerejian said that US "sup¬ 
port is crucial. We expect to be¬ 
gin consultations soon on the 
release of $50 million" for the 
1992 financial year. Hie 1993 
"funds remain frozen as we 
continue to moniter Jordan's 
performance on democratiza¬ 
tion, the peace process and en¬ 
forcement." 

End off boycott 
may be near 

■ Three more companies have 
been added to the black list be¬ 
cause of dealings with Israel, a 
decision taken during the Da¬ 
mascus meeting of the Arab 
League's Office for Boycott 
The airline companies, a 
Czech, a Yugoslavian and a 
Bulgarian, were said to have 
helped in the building of settle¬ 
ments in the Occupied Territo¬ 
ries and in the transportation of 
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Jewish immigrants. Despite 
this, 77ie Jerusalem Post has re¬ 
ported that Kuwait and Saudi 
Arabia are lifting their ban on 
American companies who have 
trade relations with Israel. Ku¬ 
wait and Saudi Arabia were 
viewed as economic "heavy 
weights" by the Clinton admin¬ 
istration and rheir decision is 
seen as the beginning of the 
end for the Arab's non-trading 
links with Israel. 

Israel which is clearly 
pleased has said that since 
1948, the Arab boycott has cost 
her S40 billion, $20 billion 
from overseas investment she 
would have received and $20 
billion from exports to Arab 
states. 

Bribes in Israeli 
politics 

■ Just before the last Israeli 
election, Likud hired Shlomo 
Nechama, a computer company 
owner, to prepare surveys of 
voter trends; he was paid 
$250,000 and given the use of 
computerized lists of actual and 
potential Likud voters. 

Nechama now stands accused 
of transferring the lists to Meir 
Pilavasky, the Labor Party 
chief of security during the last 
election, according to Inside Is¬ 
rael newsletter. 

The lists were to be used for 
a number of reasons, one of 
them being to get likely Likud 
voters to the polls. On election 
day Likud workers noticed that 
these people had been can¬ 
vassed earlier and began to sus¬ 
pect a major leak of party lists. 
Their suspicion led to a post¬ 
election investigation by 
Globe, a private security agen¬ 
cy. 

Globe photographed a couri¬ 
er returning the Likud lists on 
diskette to Nechama and man¬ 
aged somehow to intercept the 
courier's envelope before it 
reached its destination. 

This was proof enough for 
Likud Knesset member Mi¬ 
chael Eitan who demanded a 
Knesset investigation of the af¬ 
fair. 

The primajry answer that 
needs to be answered is, did 
Nechama volunteer to give the 
lists to Labor or was he per¬ 
suaded with a bribe? Whatever 


his motives, hundreds of thou-: 
sands of names where on the 
sequestered lists, enough for 
Labor to wrest power from Li¬ 
kud. 

This is the third time that La¬ 
bor has been accused of electo¬ 
ral bribery. According to the 
latest State Comptroller's re¬ 
port, in 1990 Labor paid Knes¬ 
set member Charlie Biton more 
than $ 100,000 to join its gov- 
eminent after breaking up the 
Likud-led coalition. Biton ad¬ 
mits accepting the bribe. 

In 1989, Labor handed Shaas 
a $12 million bribe for its sup¬ 
port in the 1989 Histadrut elec¬ 
tions. According to the Shaas 
party leader Arye Deri, the La- 
borites who offered the bribe 
were then Director-General of 
the Histadrut and current.Trans- 
port Minister Yisrael Kessar, 
and then Secretary of the Labor 
Party and now Trade and Indus¬ 
try Minister Micha Harish. La¬ 
bor was fined on both bribes 
but no legal action has been 
taken. 

Violence inside 
Israeli Moledet 

■ Moledet, the party that won 
its three-Knesset seats on a 
platform ticket that called for 
the expulsion of Palestinians, is 
now itself facing "violence" 
and internal dissension. 

During its last party confer¬ 
ence, member of the Knesset 
Yosef Baggad claimed Moledet 
leader Rehavam Zeevi ran the 
party like a dictator and chal¬ 
lenged him for the control of 
the movement. 

Zeevi took Baggad aside and 
threatened . to mnrder him, 
warning him, "You don't know 
who you are dealing with. I'll 
tear the skin off your face." 

A shaken Baggad rushed to 
the third Moledet Knesset 
member Professor Shaui Gut¬ 
man to relate the incident; who 
advised him to get legal advice 
and file a police complaint Af¬ 
ter Zeevi publically denied the 
incident Gutman called him a 
pathological liar and a gangster. 

Bagged's fear may have been 
based on Zeevi's recent past. 
Before running for the Knesset 
in 1988 Zeevi's had known ties 
with the underworld. His threat¬ 
ening style is tearing the party 
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apart, according to Inside Is- 
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JEOCO and the EC 
- organize sewlnar 

; ■ Jordan 8Export Development 
and Commercial Centers Corp. 
(JEDCO) in cooperation with 
the Delegation of the European 
Community (EC) in Jordan or¬ 
ganized a seminar on 4 May on 
The Markets of the European 
Community; Opportunities for 
Jordanian Exporters". 

Tift seminar is intended to 
provide information and practi¬ 
cal detail for those involved in - 
Jordan-EC trade, whether from 
the public or private sector. 
Given the current low level of 
Jordanian exports, to the EC 
(JDI9 million in 1992 com¬ 
pared with imports of JD 650 
million) and the substantial op¬ 
portunities that exist, it is im¬ 
portant that Jordan seeks out 
such opportunities. 

The EC is genuinely interest¬ 
ed in balancing the trade bal¬ 
ance with Jordan as economic 
stability is important for them 
to reach. The seminar provided 
details of the Jordan-EC Coop¬ 
eration Agreement and its mu¬ 
tual benefits, certain technical 
aspects relating to exports to 
the EC and a presentation on 
the "New Europe"; what it 
means to Jordanian exporters 
and to strategies for maximiz¬ 
ing benefit. 

The seminar introduced the 
European Community Invest¬ 
ment Partner (ECIP) which is a 
facility through which the EC 
finances and facilitates the crea¬ 
tion of joint ventures in the de¬ 
veloping economies v -of Asia, 4 
■ Latin America and die Mediter¬ 
ranean. EC IP operates through 
a network of financial institu¬ 
tions. BOP's main facilities of¬ 
fered are characterized as fol¬ 
lows: 

1. Identification of potential 
joint venture projects and part¬ 
ners. 

2. Operations prior to launch¬ 
ing a joint venture. • - 

3. Financing of capital re¬ 
quirements. 

4. Human resource develop¬ 
ment: training and management 
assistance. 

The maximum total support 
per project is 1.000,000 ECUs. 


sources 
has fintefccd.oB .ft Xftttk 
her of project* to 
trifv 433: villages fttitL 
population corner* 
cost of J D 4 mBHoa, ; . r 

■ The Jordan Valley 
Authority (|Y A) hastier 
tided to build it nett. 
dam la Wadi Shttdb fo 
store flood and treated 
water estimated al S 
million cubic- meters. 
Tender-documents wffi 
soon be announced tor 
blueprints and technical ; 
studies Tor the JD 7 
lion project, which will 
he carried out within 1 
30 mouth period by the 
contractor. .17 

■ Three . non deputy 
ministers are planning 
to run for the ranting 
election. They sue Min¬ 
ister of "Health Dr Aref 
BataineK Minister ' of 
Supply Mohammad 
Saqqaf and Minister of 
Energy and Miners* Re< 
sources Mr Ali Abu Ra<* 
gheb. AU deputy nunb 
ters are also planning to 
nm forre-etaettoa.- 

■ Arab League Genera) 
Secretary Dr - Issmftt 
Abdel Maguid wilt pay - 
a visit to Jordan in June; 
as part of a four of 
Arab countries. 

■ PLO Executive Com¬ 
mittee is expected to caR 
for an emergency mee£ 
ing of the Central Coun¬ 
cil in Tunis in the cum*, 
ing two weeks To discuss" 
latest developments in. 
the peace process :an<t; 
the deteriorating situa¬ 
tion in the Occupied . 
Territories. - The 98? : 
member Central Coon- 
cil is the link between ■ 
the J2-xn ember Execu¬ 
tive Committee and the ! 
452-member PNC. . . 


NHF Jubilee School. 


A pioneering program in gifted education 


By a Star Staff Writer 

HE JUBILEE School for gift- 
1 Children is a major concept 
i Jordanian education. Started 
Jt as a project in Novem- 
;rl985, at the time of His Ma- 
sty's King Hussein's Jubilee 
ixthday anniversary, it has 
nly just become folly opera- 
onal. It was felt that there 
/as a fundamental need to pro- 
ide an education for gifted 
-hildren that would serve as a 
lioneering model. 

Subsequently becoming as 
me of the major projects of 
toor Al Hussein Foundation 
NHF), "The Jubilee School," 
nderscores Her Majesty 
Jueen Noor's persistent search 
or excellence in the various 
ields of development, includ- 
ig education and reflects a 
eep interest on the part of ed- 
cators of the great importance 
f gifted education in Jordan. 
Ji agreement recently worked 
ut between Noor Al Hussein 




ill 



1 J;! L»J; fAl d=,7. M ^ 11 3: 


JULY & AUGUST* AIRPORT PKK-UPS l 

KwMura Monday m Davon a Norfoac. 


J Por a FREE Crochurc + Vrdeo 

CAMP BEAUMONT 

p: ;44) 450 456123 Fax: (44! 433 436337 

(SI iWcV 530 l .!;‘iCH'Srsa •_ I 


Foundation and the Ministry of 
Education, providing a new 
school building in the Abdoun 
area for the Jubilee School pro¬ 
ject will mean that the school 
will open its. doors in Septem¬ 
ber. 

"The last National Confer¬ 
ence on Educational Reform 
made it clear that any effective 
educational reform should care 
for special-needs populations, 
and gifted and talented students 
are among those who need spe¬ 
cial educational services be¬ 
yond regular school programs," 
said Jubilee School Director Dr 
Fathi Jarwan. He added that 
research findings and practices 
in the field of gifted education 
reinforce this approach to gift¬ 
ed education. "It is in the inter¬ 
est of the country and the indi¬ 
vidual to see the talents of our 
children being nurtured," Dr 
Jarwan said. 

The School has two primary 
goals: to provide high-ability 
students with an appropriate 
educational climate that would 
help them deal with present and 
future life, and to set standards 
for excellence in education by 
serving as a sciences and hu¬ 
manities educational model for 
school teachers in Jordan. 

The school would enable stu¬ 
dents to develop a higher-level 
thinking skills, to make deci¬ 
sions and develop problem¬ 
solving abilities. The aim of the 
school is also to instill into the 
students civic awareness 
through participating in volun¬ 
tary community activities. 

Admission to the school is 
through a series of rigorous 


procedures were candidates 
would be selected purely, on 
their academia merits. In the 
initial stage, students would be. 
nominated by their schools of 
their parents, and screening is 
carried out on the basis of accu¬ 
mulative academic records over, 
the last five school years, as 
well .as past accomplishments. .. 

In the second stage, nominees 
would be subjected to an aridi- . 
tional assessment by taking a- 
general ability test, writing an 
essay and undergoing struc¬ 
tured interviews. All data gen¬ 
erated from those tests,- inter¬ 
views arid writing assignments 
will be standardized, weighted 
and combined together to pro¬ 
duce a final composite score/ 

Application forms as well as -. 
information on the School's phi¬ 
losophy, objectives, arid admis¬ 
sion procedures have already 
been forwarded to schools 
throughout die Greater Amman 
Area and other govern orates. 
According to sources at Jubilee, 
about 900 applications have, 
been received from different 
pans of the Kingdom. 

Although the School program . 
is designed to accommodate 
9th, 10th, 11th and 12-graders, ' 
the first academic year will be 
open to a 100 of the current " 
8th-graders only. The school - 
wQl. accommodate 400 male 
and female .students, and their - 
enrollment will be on a scholar¬ 
ship basis to give the- rich and 
the poor equal opportunities for * 
admission. 

The Jubilee School draws on 
an integrated approach to pro*- , 
vide students with a healthy liy-. 
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ing and- learning environment 
that would lead to the full max¬ 
imization of their potentials. It 
will "utilize a number^ of materi¬ 
als for its cuiriculum. These in¬ 
clude. the current Ministry of 
Education curricula in a com-, 
pressed and enrirtoedlbnn, ad¬ 
ditional compulsory and elec¬ 
tive. ■ courses, pertaining to • 
students' needs and interests, a 
carefally-designed comprehen- ' 
sive program in the coltural; so¬ 
cial, artistic, scientific and ath¬ 
letic . fields, and; -community 
service activities. 

. A team of educational expens 
in tlie various topics of instruc¬ 
tion Is currently involved in foe 
development of foe School's 
curricula. 

A Support Center for Excel¬ 
lence^ in Education will . be at¬ 
tached to the Jubilee SchooL It 
will conduct research and ' pro¬ 
duce manuals, modules and 
training programs to help meet 
the needs of high-ability chil- 


dren'within^ their regular classsr^^ 
rooms and “schools. It will aTso ^^ 

provide'counselling: to gifte&£|§; 
students .and their parents 
training to counsellors and-^ 
teachers on gifted educational! 
This Support Center will -aig^S 
work in close c otiaboration .^y 
with-the Ministry .of Educatio^t^H 
. and private educational 
tions to transfer the' Jubi^e 
School experience to 
schools in Jordan,' as well .&s 
help in foeir curriculum apdrj?^ 
teacher development. . 

.The project has~ received: 
nicaL - .assistance mod supportr^^ 
from the United Nations 
tional. Scientific 
Organization (UNESCO). 

US- Agency- for hBbHnaiicaSt^^ 


British Council. t Its planning 
and implementation 
Ported, by the Ministry crf'Edu-V^ 
canon. ■ . -T. 
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to The guessing 
game has begun. 
T^hoU be our next 
prime minister? 
fife'll-join the game 
with few guesses of 
<Sur own although 
the government 
cljiange may have 
taken effect by the 
tjme you read this 
column. The favour- 



Hindawi 


Karaki 



Obeidat 



Jirdaneh 


ife remains Sharif Zaid Ben Shaker, 
tyho might settle for a limited reshuffle 
t&at will include deputy ministers, pre- 
j£nng to nm for the next elections. But 
independent sources say the Sharif is 
anxious to relax and he might ask His 
Majesty the King to relieve him. In that 
c&se the name of Sharif Ben Shaker’s 
cpputy and Minister of Education Mr 
"Riouqan A1 Hindawi pops out as the 
most likely successor. His cabinet will 
most probably include many ministers from the outgoing 
government. Another candidate for prune minic tp f jj the 
C?uef of the Royal Court Dr Khaled Al Karaki, but many 
s*y that while he enjoys the King’s confidence, he lacks in 
experience especially since the new government will over¬ 
see the holding of the Kingdom's first multi-party elections 
suice the l_95Qs. Another name circulating is that of former 
ptime minister Mr Ahmad Obeidat, who was the chairman 
of the committee that drew up the National Charter. He fits 
tire bill since he can make sure tharthe newly-licensed par¬ 
ties will stick to the rules of pluralism as stipulated in the 
(National Charter. Happy guessing! 

Basel Jirdaneh, your time is up! 

Vfhen the minister of finance finally 
leaves his office sometime this month, 
he will be remembered as the man who 
helped fix the Kingdom's fiscal disor¬ 
ders but at the peoples' expense. Our 
sources tell us that Mr Jirdaneh, a suc¬ 
cessful businessman who doesn't like to 
talk much, is unlikely to renew his term 
iii a future government. While he's not 
in the business of being liked by the 
Jordanian business community, Mr Jirda¬ 
neh takes credit for alienating himself through a number of 
tcnigh laws and regulations which he introduced and which 
the private sector did not support 
•At any rate, we hope that the ‘future minister of finance 
will approach Jordan's monetary problems with a more hu- 
^niane view in mind. * 

■ The chief of Jordan's delegation to 
the peace talks Dr Abdel Sal am Al Ma- 
jali isn't talking much about what goes 
behind the closed doors of the negotia¬ 
tion rooms. With Han an Ashrawi and 
Haider Abdel Shaft both painting a rosy 
picture about the Israelis' altitude in the 
ninth round of talks, Jordanians are 
wondering if progress is being made on 
the Jordanian-Isradi track. Syria's Mu-.. 
waffak Al Alaf is as disgruntled as eftf , 
and the Syrian media is again bashing 
the Israelis for their intransigence. So whal's happening? 
We assume that our delegation is cautious and'would not 
like to raise false hopes, but we also assume that, before 
long. Dr Majali will emerge from the US State Department 
building with a smile on his face bearing good news. 

m The return of the 30 Palestinian deportees to their home¬ 
land have boosted Palestinian morale all around. In spite of 
the ongoing plight of the Marj Al Zuhour deportees, there 
was a great deal of optimism and symbolism surrounding 
last week's emotional return. The Israeli move to allow the 
deportees to return, after more than 20 years in exile, came 
after arduous negotiations between the PLO and the Israeli 
government through third parties, which included the US 
State Department and members of the Palestinian peace ne- 

^ScTwhat have the Palestinians gained? They have put Fai¬ 
sal Husseini where he belongs, with the rest of thePalestin- - 
ian negotiating team; secured the return of loyal PLO acti¬ 
vists, independents, communists and leftists, to the West 
Bank with the hope that they will be able to offeet Hamas 
growing influence in the increasingly radicalized Palestini¬ 
an street; committed Israel publicly to giving some impor¬ 
tant concessions during the ninth round wluch include au¬ 
thority over land, water and population during the much 
talked about interim period and most important of all 
strengthened the PLO's position as the mainstream Palestin¬ 
ian movement that can makeor break the 
With good news coming from Washington about a possi¬ 
ble breakthrough along the Palesuman-Israeli track, PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat appears to have made a healthy 
comeback. ______ 






Islamists accuse 
other parties of 
scaring voters 


Business Chronich 




AMMAN (Star) — Prominent 
Muslim Brotherhood member 
and Lower House deputy Mr 
Ziad Abu Ghaneima has ac¬ 
cused various political trends in 
Jordan of launching a political 
and media campaign to scare 
the voters and prevent the Isla¬ 
mists from getting elected. He 
wrote in Ad Dustour on 
Wednesday that the elections 
" are being turned into a battle 
field 

He said that while the Isla¬ 
mists .are in favor of holding 
the election under the present 
election law, they are not 
against proposals to amend it. 
But he expressed his move¬ 
ment's rejection of any amend- 

His Majesty King Hussein meeting with Muslim scholars Tuesday, who are ments that are not earned out 

_■ - - -__•_» f /1 * * r? __n., ^nllaA /m through the proper legislative 

channels of the Lower and 
Upper Houses of Parliament. ■ 


Edited by Bilai HIjja^ 


participating in a seminar organized by Al Al Bait Foundation. The. King called on 
Muslims to present the true Islam to the world as a service to humanity. The meeting 
was attended by HRH Crown Prince Hasson. 


Hashd's general secretary 


The goal of popular 
democracy 


must manage this process well 
to serve its progressive and so¬ 
cial goals. 

What is your party's stand 
on the Jordanian economy? 

The Jordanian economy is a 
free economy, but this is not 
the point of argument (between 
a free and a planned economy). 
Our economy is still governed 
by forms of market capitalism. 
And we rely on an economic 
foundation that has dissipated 
our wealth and led us into in¬ 
debtedness with the devalua¬ 
tion of the dinar having severe 
repercussions on our people in 
terms of the increase in prices 
and the decrease in the rate of 
incomes. This policy of impov¬ 
erishing the people is continu¬ 
ing and is serving the self- 
interests of the bourgeoisie 
_ , - - - -. , elite. Our economy is mostly a 

■ : The people must be organized. -m, n _ product j ve one; it is a ser- : 
inot only through- p^es r ®ut--- s/ j ce _ ofitoted economy'• based 1 f 

‘oh intermediaries and parasites 
— something which has caused 
this country to waste its re¬ 
sources in the middle of the 
1970s. Great fortunes were 
wasted on consumer projects 
and not on building productive 
bases to solve our problems. 
We need a policy-that is the re¬ 
sult of the participation of all ■ 
political and economic powers 
to guarantee a healthy transi¬ 
tion from this state to a better 
one gradually. 


The General Secretary of the 
Jordan People's Democratic 
Party (Hashd), Mr Tayseer 
Al Zabri, says his party will 
contest the coming multi¬ 
party elections, to be held 
sometime this summer. In an 
interview with The Star's 
Raed Al A bed, Mr Zabri 
talked abput his party's goals 
and platforms. He also ex¬ 
pressed the party's stand on 
the economy, the IMF, the 
new world order and the 
peace process. Following are 
excerpts from the interview. 

The Star: How do yon view 
the future of political plural¬ 
ism in Jordan? 

Mr Zabri: Political plural¬ 
ism in Jordan is largely tied to 
the existence of current parties 
and to (the existence) of an or-. 
ganized wide popular support. 


i-.through • social; -union-related 
and democratic-institutions. En¬ 
larging (popular) participation 
in die political process, will in 
turn mean safeguarding politi¬ 
cal pluralism. I am optimistic 
that such a process will evolve 
and die concept of popular un¬ 
derstanding will be practiced at 
all social levels. 

How will Hashd as a Marx- 
ist-Leninist party Justify its 
participation in multi-party 
elections? 

This will not be die first time 
we run for elections. We partic¬ 
ipated in die 1984 bi-elections 
in Madaba and Irbid and in die 
general elections of 1989. We 
will join the 1993 elections on 
the basis of participation and 
struggle for social democratic 
change and this does not con¬ 
tradict with the ideological line 
of our party. We refer to Marx- 
ist-Leninist (theory) but not in 
a dogmatic way. Marxism 
evolves like life itself. Interna¬ 
tional communist parties have 
ran for elections as one form of 
struggle to express the party's 
platform and to attract national 
support. Revolutionary parties 


Would you nationalize Jor¬ 
danian industries? 

We call for state control over 
basic production tools, but we 
are not against private owner¬ 
ship and the building of a form 
of cooperative economy. We 
want state control over foreign 
imports and foreign trade be¬ 
cause they lead to emptying the 
pockets of the Jordanian econo¬ 
my. Out's is not a radical poli¬ 
cy, but a pragmatic one. Other 
than that we can find tens of 
forms that guarantee individual 
freedom in ownership in a way 
that does not affect the interest 
of the society and its needs. 


JTA seeks to free Jordan's trade from 
the mercy pf traditional markets 


Halim Abo Rahmeh is the 
Jordan Trade Associations. 
(JTA) Operations Manager. 
The private sector organiza¬ 
tion has managed within a 
short period of time to bol¬ 
ster Jordanian exports to 
traditional and new markets 
including Sudan, Indonesia 
and the former Soviet Re¬ 
publics. Recently, Mr Abu 
Rahmeh spoke with The 
Star's Bilal Hyjawi about the 
80$nember dub of Jordani¬ 
an businesses and its recent 
activities. 

The Star: When did JTA 
start and what motivated its 

creation? _ 

Aba Rahmeh: When we start¬ 
ed JTA we wanted to free Jor¬ 
dan’s trade from the mercy or 
dependence on single markets 
and traditional markets such as 
GCC. Diversification is healthy 
and affords a country options 
should political jitters affect its 
foreign trade practice. Wne 
‘*ihe Gulf War exploded in Au- 
■ gust 1990, it confirmed our 




worst 
fears but 
our posi¬ 
tion was 
made 
stronger. 

Also di- 
versificati 
on of ex¬ 
port - mar¬ 
kets is Abu Rahmeh 
more prof¬ 
itable in 
the long run. 

Who created the JTA? - 
. Jordanian businessmen created 
the JTA. They were representa¬ 
tives of success stories — they 
were companies that cracked 
open international markets. 
They already knew that de¬ 
pending on traditional markets 
does not reward a company m 
the long run. Those entrepren¬ 
eurs wanted to share then expe¬ 
riences with others and the JTA 
created to transmit their 


was 

message. 

How long has Jordan 

on traditional 


been 


dependent 


markets? 

Jordanian trade has been de¬ 
pendent on those markets for 
twenty, five years. Yet, most of 
its exports were not established 
on the merit of products: Quali¬ 
ty, competitiveness and such. It 
was rather found, on die prefe¬ 
rential status offered to Jordan 
as economic assistance. And 
that has hurt us in the long run 
— we didn’t need to compete. 
What we're trying to do now, is 
to tailor our products according 
to the needs present in a mar¬ 
ket- : - . 

What activities would JTA do 
to Implement its charter? 
Three various activities: One, 
to gather up market informa¬ 
tion on those markets. To orga¬ 
nize trade fairs, trade missions, 
and seminars, so that our mem¬ 
bers would walk through those 
markets aimed with mfbrrnn- 
tioa Two, ro explain to import¬ 
ers and investors Jordan's com¬ 
parative advantages in the 
region and as a supplier of 
quality merchandise. 


What difficulties did you face 
in the be ginnin g? 

We had to convince people that 
other markets are more lucra¬ 
tive than those in proximity. 
We had to tell importers that 
Jordan existed industrially. We 
had to convince Jordanians that 
their long-term livelihood exist-, 
ed somewhere else — in Eu¬ 
rope, Asia, the US and else¬ 
where — and that their 
investments should nor neces¬ 
sarily be reaped instantly; ■ 

Which industries would you 
say are good sellers? 
Pharmaceuticals come on top.' 
Agricultural products follow, 
and textiles have found inter¬ 
esting niches in many markets 
ranging from Indonesia to the 
US. Though not huge in per¬ 
centages but penetrating such 
difficult markets are a good and 
promising stmt Across die 
board Jordanian industries are 
producing quality products and 
the increase in demand attests 
to that 



Is Jordan r s economy in a loop! 

—or is it on track and going somewhere. Data compiled by 
the Ministry of Industry and Commerce indicate that the 
second proposition maybe the case. For starters, 1992 
marked an irregular expansion in our national economy: 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) registered an 8.6 percent 
and at market prices it was 11.6 percent, when most world 
economies were itching for extra points on GDP indexes. 
All sector's fared welL The report indicated that the com¬ 
mercial and tourist services sectors had the highest growth 
rates,, averaging 35 percenLThe construction, water and 
electricity and agriculture sectors grew by 22,14.6 and 
10 3 percent respectively. With such growth rates it means 
that the economy was able to ride Lhe dangers engendered 
in the aftermath of the Gulf War. 

The government's monetary policy has been a guiding 
light in maintaining the exchange value of the dinar by ex¬ 
ercising stringent controls on the rate of domestic capital 
expansion, credit, and by tying it to increases in net for¬ 
eign capital reserves. 

How expensive is Amman? 

• The tiring index (Consumer Price Index, or CPI) gives 
a dear picture on how much consumer prices have 
changed over time. Its an indicator to inflation and the de¬ 
creasing purchasing power in a specific country. Accord¬ 
ing to Dr Fafaed Al Fanek's Economic Monitor. Amman 
was found "not that expensive.” The finding comes in re¬ 
sponse to an earlier claim by a study of a Swiss consulting 
group that Amman is the most expensive Arab capital. He 
quoted a Financial Times report which put the cost of the 
1992 tiring index in Amman at 81.8 against London's 100 
points. Tripoli scored 121.9. Casablanca 92.7, Riyadh 88.0, 
Muscat 87.6, Doha 85.1, Manama 84.0, Tunis 83.5, Abu 
Dhabi 81.8, Dubai 81.4 and Cairo 76.2. Tokyo registered a 
whopping 161.6 — the highest, worldwide, and Tel Aviv 
93 points. 

Lame duck government 

• It appears that the government is a lame duck when it 
comes to passing the sales tax law! 

The Star has learned that 11 ministers have refused to sign 
the sales tax draft bill proposed by the government be¬ 
cause they will be standing for the next Parliamentary 
elections. The cabinet failed twice last week to adopt the 
bill because deputy ministers fear voters will use the bill 
against them when they finally cast their balloL 



At Zabri: Our economy is a non-productive one 


What would your party do 
about unemployment? 

Unemployment is one form 
of the economic crisis. We 
have high rates of unemploy¬ 
ment ranging between 18 and 
25 percent. We have no accu¬ 
rate statistics because our ad¬ 
ministrations are unable to con¬ 
duct accurate surveys, but we 
know it is high. It's a great 
waste of resources and we be¬ 
lieve the solution is closely tied 
to restructuring the Jordanian 
economy on productive basis. 
We want to protect our econo¬ 
my from all forms of lavish 
consumption, we want to pro¬ 
tect our workers from expatri¬ 
ate workers. Currently owners 
of capital prefer foreign labor 
because they don’t have to pay 
fair wages or provide social or 
health security. These actions 
weaken labor unions and hin¬ 
der its efforts to defend labor 
rights. We need a national and 
comprehensive economic poli¬ 
cy, a new labor law that pro¬ 
tects the Jordanian worker and 
new social security law that en¬ 
larges die umbrella of social 
guarantees. t 

l 

How would your party deal 
with the IMF and the World 
Bank? 

All the countries that tried 
the IMF reached the same end; 
the crisis remained and the for¬ 
eign funds served its interests 
at the expense of the people 
who suffered the most as a re¬ 
sult of foreign debt. The phi¬ 
losophy of the IMF is -to get 
back the money of its members 
from developing nations. So¬ 
cial dimensions do not- interest 
them. That is why they (the 
IMF) are against protectionism 
and for increasing taxes. They 
are against state intervention 
and for a free hand for the 
banks and companies to do 
what they like. Poverty increas¬ 
es when the IMF steps in. Even 
when government succeed in 
delaying payment or reschedul¬ 
ing, the interests on these loans 
become another problem. 
While we are not against re¬ 
payment, we call for a com¬ 
mon Third World action to ex¬ 
empt us from some payments 
and to reduce the overall sum 
so that these countries can 
build a stronger economy. 


What is Hashd's position 
on the peace progress? 

We are not against peace and 
we are not against negotiations. 
But we differ on the founda¬ 
tions on which the peace pro- 

Continued on page 4 


at: Are Egyptian nationals leaving to their country via the Aqa- 
ba-Nnweibe sea terminal being mistreated by Jordanian bor¬ 
der police? This is what an Englishman and his wife claim to 
have witnessed last week as they arrived from Egypt into Aqa¬ 
ba. They say Egyptian workers were being rounded in groups, 
"put in cages", spat at, and verbally and physically abused. No 
Independent confirmation of this incident could be obtained by 
The Star. But we know that some in the past have reported that 
they were ill treated by Jordanians. Egyptian press reported a 
number of such incidents and as expected Jordanians were 
also mistreated by Egyptian officials at various ports of entry. 

Whatever the reasons, Jordanian police have no right to 
abuse anyone, regardless of his or her nationality. We assume 
that Jordanian laws protect everybody and we also assume 
that democracy and human rights apply to anyone under our 
skies! 


A GREAT 
BUSINESS OP 
KNOCKS 
ON YOUR 

Between May 2 and 12, 1993, businessmen in 
Dubai, Jordan and Lebanon will get an excit¬ 
ing opportunity to expand their trade. The 
Hong Kang Trade Development Council 
is here. To open new avenues in the world of 
business for you. 

This year our extensive range of products 
has become even wider. With garments, 
gifts , bicycles , shoes , household items, 
electrical appliances, fashion products 
bang just a few of them. 

Our 17- member delegation of exporters and 
manufacturers will be here with exhibitions 
and business discussions on their agendo. 

Please note the exact date of their arrival'm 
your cHy. And be there- Your business may 
never be the same ogam. 
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Art as a business 


Cultural infusion in the 
heart of Jordan 


By Vesna Masharqa 
Special 10 The Scar 

ECONOMIC INSTABILITY, 
high unemployment and rising 
poverty block cultural develop¬ 
ment and its expansion. How¬ 
ever, in Jordan, the effect is 
quite the opposite 

Jordan's democratic experi¬ 
ment as well as the Gulf Crisis, 
which effectively closed the 
Gulf TV market for local pro¬ 
ductions have meant that an in¬ 
fusion of cultural developments 
in this country began to in¬ 
crease. The influx of new tal¬ 
ents among returnees, mixed 
with a new generation of edu¬ 
cated artists and anists- 
veterans, have all created an ar¬ 
tistic force that is capable of 
generating cultural variety. 

During the last three years, 
over a 100 cultural forums 
were licensed, together with a 
number of private cultural cen¬ 
ters, galleries and new folk 
groups that sprang up. They ab¬ 
sorbed a great deal of artistic 
talenL 

Precisely how successful 
these private cultural ventures 
are, both financially and artisti¬ 
cally, depends on how much 
the Jordanian public are able to 
consume and digest 
such endeavours. 

This is also related 
to issues of elite 
and folk art and Lhe 
ways of marketing 
them and ultimately 
making a profit out 
of them. 

"Cultural needs 
are defined by the 
historical moment 
the society is under¬ 
going. Because Jor- Rahman 
daman people are 
struggling with the 
elementary needs we can pre¬ 
dict how much they can afford 
to spend on cultural activities,” 
said Fathi Abd AJ Rahman, the¬ 
ater director and owner of the 
Popular Theatre, which entered 
its second year. 

In his theater, Mr A1 Rahman 
promotes elite art productions, 
which he believes should be 
"simple, and close to wider 
community in its themes, tech¬ 
niques and style.'" 

He also hosts visits of other 
Arab countries' theatres, hoping 
that such cultural exchange and 
exposure to different experienc¬ 
es will encourage variety in lo¬ 
cal artistic styles. 

"Since the government 





The Royal Culture Centre: Privatizing culture? 



doesn't have funds for financial 
backing of theatrical produc¬ 
tions. we artists have to depend 
on ourselves and our joint ef¬ 
forts. We should recniit wider 
audience, which will make us 
self-sufficient; the government 
should take respon¬ 
sibility for spreading 
awareness in society 
about theater, and 
that practically 
means, introducing 
theatre in schools 
and encouraging the 
private sector to sup¬ 
port the arts in this 
country," he said. 

For him, the first 
year passed without 
generating sufficient 
income, in spite of 
the donations that he 
received, but second year 
promises a more balanced ac¬ 
counts, although external sup¬ 
port is much less than before. 

In the opinion of Riad A1 
Khouri, economist and busi¬ 
nessman who recently started 
producing theater plays, Jordan 
has strong cultural potential, 
but it needs at least ten years to 
develop it and promote its capi¬ 
tal, Amman, to the that of be¬ 
ing a major cultural center. 

"Economic crisis in Jordan 
inflicted low consuming poten¬ 
tial amongst its citizens. My 
estimation is that only 15 per¬ 
cent of the adult population is 
financially able to enjoy the 1 
cultural services at home. But, 


then again they don't, as it de¬ 
pends on their previous cultural 
exposure and its effect on en¬ 
couraging cultural habits into 
their daily life program," he 
said. 

He stressed that the only way 
out of this situation 
is the privatization 
of culture, which 
will create competi¬ 
tion on the market. 

The variety will im¬ 
pose struggle for 
better expression 
and high arts will 
gain wider recogni¬ 
tion. The benefits of 
privatization of cul¬ 
ture won't appear 
immediately. It has Khouri 
long term effect. "Po¬ 
litical drama which is 
at the moment favored by the 
theater audience will remain a 
form of mass entertainment for 
some time, until people get 
used to democracy and free¬ 
dom of expression. But later, 
the audience will seek more, 
depth in art," he said. • 

Commenting on the financial 
aspect of his last production 
The Death of Taba, which was 
evaluated by the critics as a 
"superb theatrical piece," Mr 
A1 Khouri says that Taba did 
not yet cover its full expense 
but he expects that in the end it 
will make a return. 

This all depends on how big 
an audience the play will reach. 

He has great hopes about at¬ 


tracting students who number 
about l.S million and form 
three-eighth of the population 
to the theatre 

Meanwhile, Mohammad Ma¬ 
sharqa. one of the -previous 
owners of the Phoenix Experi¬ 
mental Arts Center 
and its cultural di¬ 
rector for two years 
believes that any 
cultural venture 
within the existing 
social reality is an 
adventure. As he 
stressed, 60 percent 
of the population is 
under poverty line, 
24 percent are new 
bourgeoisie and 
only 6 percent are 
form the middle 
class. 

"The main cultural consumer 
in Jordan is the middle class, 
and a small part being from the 
bourgeoisie. Our bourgeoisie is 
capable of stimulating and 
guiding cultural expansion, but 
they.do not have rooted cultural 
traditions or awareness : ofits- 
importance. It will take some 
time until they realize and as¬ 
sume responsibility of develop¬ 
ing a cultural role." 

Masharqa is in the process of 
establishing a cultural center 
which will be entitled to cany 
out projects in other parts of 
Jordan. He is counting on pri¬ 
vate sector support, and many 
have already shown great inter¬ 
est ■ 


Foreign labor remains 
attracted to the Gulf market 

The desire to increase the level of participation of nationals in the economic life of 
the Gulf States is becoming ever more apparent 


In the six countries of the Gulf 
foreign workers outnumber 
national workers by far. In the 
United Arab Emirates, for ex¬ 
ample, nine workers of every 
ten are immigrants. The 1991 
crisb, which hit these foreign 
workers particularly hard, also 
shifted ratios and policies. But 
the need for foreign labor is 
still considerable. 

THE ARAB world has become 
one of the key regions for inter¬ 
national migration for employ¬ 
ment. It includes a number of 
emigration countries, most of 
which are suffering a popula¬ 
tion explosion and have few oil 
resources as well as immigra¬ 
tion countries which are major 
oil producers but have small 
domestic populations, the latter 
group specifically includes the 
six Gulf countries which, after 
the oil boom of the 1970s, be¬ 
came one of the world's major 
centres of immigration. 

In 1990, foreigners in the six 
Gulf countries accounted for 
63.2 per cent of the total work¬ 
force. In the United Arab Emi¬ 
rates, the figure is as high as 91 
per cent, gradually lowering to 
81 per cent in Qatar, 79 per 
cent in Kuwait, 61 per cent in 
Oman, 55 per cent in Saudi 
Arabia and 53 per cent in Bah¬ 
rain. The origins of the immi¬ 
grants have become more di¬ 
verse as foreign labour 
requirements increase. Immi¬ 
gration from Asia has progres¬ 
sively followed upon and, in 
some cases replaced, Arab la¬ 
bour. Continuing flows of mi¬ 
grants, even in a period of eco¬ 


nomic depression, as 
was the case in the 
mid-1980s, bear wit¬ 
ness to the degree of 
dependence of vari¬ 
ous economic sectors 
of foreign labour. 

While the oil boom 
created vast popula¬ 
tion movements, the 
Gulf Crisis again 
changed patterns of 
migration in the re¬ 
gion. Some two mil¬ 
lion people packed 
their bags and made 
for home under par¬ 
ticularly dramatic 
conditions. Some 94 
per cent of the for¬ 
eign population of 
Kuwait left the coun¬ 
try and nearly half a 
million workers - 
mainly Egyptians - 
moved out of Iraq. 

Originally limited to 
these two countries, 
the exodus spread to Saudi Ara¬ 
bia, which put an end to the 
privileged status of about 
700,000 Yemenis, and, to a 
lesser degree, affected other 
Gulf States. 

' The end of the crisis and the 
reconstruction of Kuwait again 
triggered migration in what ap¬ 
pears to be a different context 
Although all lhe Gulf countries 
are still heavily dependent on 
foreign labour, recent develop¬ 
ments show significant changes 
in migration policies. The em¬ 
phasis is to be placed increas¬ 
ingly on diversifying the ori¬ 
gins of the migrants. This trend 
should, over the short term at 



least result in a considerable 
strengthening of the Asian la¬ 
bour force, and a reduction in 
non-native Arabs. Moreover, 
the desire to increase the level 
of participation of nationals in 
the economic life of the Gulf 
States is becoming ever more 
apparent. This new approach 
seems to be catering to a con¬ 
cern about safeguarding the 
demographic, social and cultu¬ 
ral balance within each coun¬ 
try, while also solving the prob¬ 
lem of rising unemployment 
among nationals. 

However, these changes 
cause no great difference in the 
outlook for migration to the re¬ 


gion. The Gulf States will con¬ 
tinue to be an area of heavy in¬ 
ternational immigration for 
workers in search of employ¬ 
ment. 

The origin of the foreign la¬ 
bour force, its composition and 
working and living conditions, 
will vary with the needs of the 
moment and be influenced 
more heavily by political fac¬ 
tors and economic necessities. 
In all these countries, the pro¬ 
tection of migrant workers, 
wbose precarious-sktration be¬ 
came quite apparent during the 
Gulf Crisis, will be of major 
concern to both the states of the 

regions and to the ELO. ■ 



Home at last! Former mayor of the West Bank town ofAl Bireh Dr Abdel JawadSaleh holdinghis 

last week for the first time since he was deported by the Israelis in 1973 l Dr Saleh is one of30 PaUstmum deportees 

which Israel has allowed to return recently. 


Years of exile: ^ 

Return of Palestinian deportees 


A GROUP of 30 long-time Pal- " 
estinian deportees arrived back 
in the West Bank to'a tumultu¬ 
ous welcome from more than 
3000 well-wishers. 

The deportees were expelled 
between 1967 and -1987 and al¬ 
lowed back as a goodwill ges¬ 
ture by Israel after the resump¬ 
tion of Middle East peace 
talks. 

It took several hours before 
the deportees and their fami¬ 
lies, were cleared by Israeli of¬ 
ficials after their bus arrived 
from Jordan across the Allen by 
Bridge spanning the River Jor¬ 
dan. 

But a crowd of 100 Israeli 
settlers lore down welcoming 
posters for the deportees in the 
West Bank town of Ramallah 
and pelted Palestinian houses 
with stones before being dis T . ,,. 
persed by troops. 

A reception was scheduled to 
be held in Ramallah before the 
former exiles returned to their 
homes. 

The 30 are well respected 
figures in the territories but 
were not in the from line of the 
Palestinian struggle against the 
Israelis. They were expelled 
for political reasons and were 
never involved in violence. 

Their return was described as 
"a stab in the back" by Abdel 
Aziz al Rantisi, spokesman for 
396 deportees still stranded in 
south Lebanon after their ex¬ 
pulsion in December. 

However, the Egyptian For¬ 
eign Minister, Amr Mussa, 
said tiie deportees' return 
would help to "build confi¬ 
dence" between the Israelis and 
Palestinians. 

The Israeli Prime Minister, 
Yitzhak Rabin, said the return 
of the deportees agreed "to re¬ 
move any pretext for holding 
up the peace talks." All but two 
were expelled before 1980. 



fesfivkrecepfion for the deportees at the bridge 


"None has been involved in a 
terrorist operation and none has 
Israeli blood on his Hand," Mr 
Rabin said. 

Israel has deported indefinite¬ 
ly 1250 Palestinians since the 
1967 Arab-Israeli war when it 
seized the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. Until now only a handful 
have been allowed back, in¬ 
cluding Haidar Abdel Shad, 
who heads the Palestinian dele¬ 
gation to the peace negotia¬ 
tions. 

The Palestine Liberation Or¬ 
ganisation (PLO) handed the 
US Stale Department a list of 
50 Palestinians ' from various ! 
groups in February, and after 
protracted negotiations Israel 
rejected 20, all from Fatah, the 
PLO mainstream group. 

Last December Mr Rabin ex¬ 
pelled 415 Palestinians for two 
years, a sentence since cut to 
one year with 101 allowed to 
return immediately. The depor¬ 
tees rejected the- offer and 396 


remain marooned in no man's 
land in southern Lebanon, 
where they have spent a - fourth 
night camped out in front of an 
Israeli army position in protest 
at he resumption of the peace 
talks. . 

those who returned yester¬ 
day include the former mayor 
of El Bireh, Abdel Jawad Saieh, 
who was expelled' in 1973; 
Hanna Nasser, president of Bir 
Zeit university, banished in 
1974; Fayeq Warrad, former 
leader of the Palestinian Com¬ 
munist Party, expelled in 1967, 
and Azmi Shuaibi, an official 
of tiie Democratic Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine deported 
in 1986. 

Also heading home was Has- 
saii Abdel Jawad, a 38-year-old 
journalist expelled in 1987 for 
membership of the radical Pop¬ 
ular From From for the Libera¬ 
tion of Palestine. His mother 
and father died in the two years 
after bis exile. 

. The first bus of exiles' of 15 


left Amman early last week and 
was seen off from the Jordanian 
side of the bridge by nearly 300 
people, including PLO offi¬ 
cials, family and friends. 

A banner on the road to Jeri- 
co read "Welcome back heroes 
to your beloved country," 
Thousands of. Palestinians had, 
flocked into the ■town- to. cele¬ 
brate and Israeli army jeeps, 
struggled to make , their way 
through the crowds. 

At Bir Zeit, the most presgte 
ious university in the occupp 
territories, the door of its re¬ 
turning president's home had 
been decorated with ohve 
branches and a banner hailed 
the "return of Our steadfast 
hero." .. 

Balloons were tied to tele¬ 
phone polls in Ramallah with 
the traditional Arab greeting 
"Ahlan Wa Sahlan". ■ • 

Hie Kndependeht 


Toy seer Al Zabri 

The campaign against the 
a mp lif ied to serve colonial 


Continued from page 3 

cess was built. It should have 
been based on international 
laws on the Arab-Israeli con¬ 
flict and Palestiniao-Israeli con¬ 
flict instead of the so-called 
US-Russian sponsorship; the 
process should have been held 
under international auspices be¬ 
cause it is the UN that is re¬ 
sponsible for the application of 
its resolutions. Instead, the 
PLO was excluded and Jerusa¬ 
lem was excluded and no guar¬ 
antees were given to ensure 
compliance with 242 and 338. 

Presently, there are no indica¬ 
tions that we are beading to¬ 
wards a comprehensive and 
just settlement to die Palestini¬ 
an problem or to the political 
and economic problems of the 
region. That is why we de¬ 
manded the withdrawal of the 
teams before the opening of the 
ninth round unless resolution 
799 on die return of 400 Pales¬ 
tinian deportees is applied. 

Israel will have to comply 
with international laws if faced 


with a united Arab, a united 
Palestinian, and a united inter¬ 
national stand. 

How do you see the fail of- 
communism and the rise of 
die new world order? 

The West cheered because of 
the crisis that socialist countries, 
passed through.; Communism 
has not fallen, but a number of 
socialist countries had col¬ 
lapsed others remain and are 
progressing. Socialism .is the 
fate of humanity because it of¬ 
fers human justice. 

What happened in a number 
of socialist countries is that 
they turned into state and party 
bureaucracies at a time when 
foreign conspiracies were in¬ 
creasing. These countries failed 
not because they were socialist. 

' or Marxist but because they 
were bureaucratic regimes. . 

' - As to the new world order, it 
is an American’, system to gov¬ 
ern the world under the banner 
of democracy and freedoms, 
but it is a system of single con¬ 
trol over the rights of people 


. and the reimpositiori of coloni- 
. alism. . \ 

Has Islam replaced commu¬ 
nism as the West's target? 

Confronting the so-called Is- 
. Jamie. trend or fundamentalism 
started after the collapse of a 
number of sodalist countries.. 
There is a historical buffer here'' 

. since most of these' movements - 
were used by revisionists, and 
.colonial powers in their aggresr 
-Sion on progressive, socialist 
and leftist fronts. Now the cam¬ 
paign against the Islamic and 
fundamentalist powers is being 
amplified, in ordered open the 
. way before the imperialist pow-. 
■era and the so-called new world 
order to complete their controf 
o£ : the Middle East and the ; - 
Third World. 

We think these political Isla-. 
mist movements’ have -. thrived 
because of die worsening eco¬ 
nomic and social . conditions 
and because of the grip of the 
military autocracy _ih certain 
countries. 


How ' wfU your party' per¬ 
form in tihe next elections?. •; 

We will do our best since we- 7 * 
now have the experience of the 
previous elections. Our pro¬ 
gram will be based on cement- 
ing and deepening the (hat*- , 
crane .process so as to make * - 
transition from party democr£ ' : 
cy .to a comprehensive social 7 
democracy^ 

We will offer a program "JP* 
start economic and sociaL ad¬ 
justment to serve the peopfcv 
and we will offer a political 
platform opposed to the Amen* 
can-Israeli onslaught. And. we: 
will resort to.a wider national ■ 
and democratic front comprised 
of. all powers, leftists,Islamists 
and progressi ves to -raker &. 
democratic stand and to achieve, 
the biggest possible victory. *;; 
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Oliver Tambo: 

The elder statesman 
of African politics 


By Anthony Sampson 

OLIVER TAMBO, the Presi¬ 
dent of the African National 
Congress over three decades, 
was probably the most influen¬ 
tial black South African leader 
of his time — but from an ex¬ 
traordinary position. He was in 
exile for almost the whole of 
his presidency, and his state¬ 
ments could not be published 
inside his home country. 

His persona] style was much 
more like a priest's or a schol¬ 
ar’s than a politician. With his 
slow walk, his grey side- 
whiskers and his long silences, 
"the Old Man." ('as his col¬ 
leagues called him) often ap¬ 
peared very aloof from the po¬ 
litical fray. 

But his faith and firm princi¬ 
ples helped to give him a 
unique moral authority as a 
leader, and the ability to view 
setbacks in a long perspective. 
And he was in fact a shrewd 
politician and diplomat, who 
could hold rival factions to¬ 
gether through patient concilia¬ 
tion and purpose. 

Tambo's world reputation 
was eclipsed by that of his life¬ 
long friend and colleague Nel¬ 
son Mandela. But he was al¬ 
ways the indispensable partner 
to Mandela, in and out of jail; 
and his leadership had been 
more thoroughly tested by the 
time Mandela was released 
from detention in February 
1990. 

Tambo and Mandela, men of 
the same age. both came from 
the Transkei region of South 
Africa which was the rural 
heartland of the Xhosa people. 
While Mandela came noon a 
royal family Tambo was a 
peasant's son. with a more in¬ 
troverted and reflective style 
than Mandela's. They were to¬ 
gether at Fort Hare, then the 
only black university college in . 
South Africa, and in 1944 they 
both became founder-members 
of the Youth League which in¬ 
jected new. radicalism and ur¬ 
gency into the then passive Af¬ 
rican National Congress. 

Tambo became a mathemat¬ 
ics teacher ar St. Peter’s, Roset- 
tenville. the prestigious mission 
school outside Johannesburg 
which was then run by the Rev. 
Trevor Huddleston — whose 
inspiration greatly influenced 
him. and who remained his life¬ 
long friend. 

But Tambo like Mandela 
turned to law as the most effec¬ 
tive means of working for 
black rights. Together they set 
up the firm of Mandela and 
Tambo in a small office in cen¬ 
tral Johannesburg which be¬ 
came a focus for black grie¬ 
vances and political discussion 
in the early Fifties. As a lawyer 
Tambo came up against the full 
ruthlessness of apartheid legis¬ 
lation; but he acquired a respect 
for die principles and primacy 


of the law which always re¬ 
mained with him. At that time 
(when I first met them there) 
they were both more reserved 
and serious-minded than most 
of their political colleagues, 
and cautious of white contacts. 

As apartheid was tightened, 
Tambo was inevitably drawn 
into the front line of politics — 
through the defiance campaign 
of 1952, the Freedom charter 
and the Treason Trial of 1958 
and the Sharpeville crisis of 
I960, after which he was in¬ 
volved in the crucial talks 
which led the ANC to abandon 
passive resistance in favour of 
the armed stru gg le. 

When the ANC was banned 
in 1960, its President, Chief Al¬ 
bert Luthuli, had already cho¬ 
sen Tambo to lead the ANC in 


exaggerated by Pretoria and its 
allies. After a visit to Moscow 
in the mid-Eighties Tambo told 
me that'the Russians had for 
the first rime made a comment 
about ANC policy; suggesting 
that the Freedom Charter put 
too much emphasis on national¬ 
isation. 

Tambo himself was privately 
convinced that black South Af¬ 
ricans would never choose 
Communism; and he continued 
to look westward, and particu¬ 
larly towards Britain, which he 
saw as critically responsible for 
the nation which it bad created 
and financed. He also looked to 
Britain's moral authority as the 
defender of the world against 
Nazism — which he always 
saw as closely linked to the ra¬ 
cism and evils of apartheid. 
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Lifelong friends: Oliver Tambo (righi) after his return 
from exile, with Nelson Mandela, Soweto, December 1990 


exile Taffhbo ‘escaped, (p 
London ana then Tanzania Bi. 
the same year — while Maude- ’ 
la remained inside and was 
eventually captured, convicted 
of sabotage, and sentenced to 
life imprisonment Tambo thus 
found himself with the lonely' 
responsibility of leading a ban¬ 
ished movement which was 
now committed to military ac¬ 
tion, and urgently needed for¬ 
eign friends, without contact 
with his colleagues in jail. 

He first looked to Britain and 
the United States for support, 
in vain. He raised some funds 
from Scandinavia and Holland; 
but he received his main sup¬ 
port from the Soviet Union and 
East Germany, who thereafter 
provided funds, training and 
weapons free of charge. The 
ANC thus inevitably looked 
eastward and acquired some 
more Communist influences 
and friends. But the "Moscow 
conspiracy" was always much 


•V His ear^ 
powers woula apply sanctions 
were dashed,- and through the 
Sixties and- Seventies .Tambo 
had to rely-on fitfijl ANC guer¬ 
rilla bands to maintain some 
opposition to apartheid govern¬ 
ments which were becoming 
Increasingly ruthless. But from 
his exile in Zambia Tambo still 
maintained close- links with 
blacks inside South Africa. The 
revolt ixi Soweto in 1976 was 
primarily inspired by the "black 
consciousness” movement set 
up by Steve Biko, which was 
much more purely black than 
the ANC. But when thousands 
of refugees streamed north¬ 
wards, Tambo was very skilful 
in welcoming them into the 
multiracial ranks of die ANC 
In the early Eighties Tambo 
began to achieve more success 
with Western support, particu¬ 
larly in the US; but it was not 
until the revolt of 1984-85 that 
he at last saw the beginnings of 
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sanctions for which he had long 
hoped. In both the US and Brit¬ 
ain he now had a more sympa¬ 
thetic hearing from politicians, 
bankers and businessmen, who 
were worried they might be 
caught on the wrong side. By 
1985 the big Western banks felt 
compelled by pressure from 
campaigners to stop lending to 
Pretoria — a shift which pro¬ 
vided the most effective sanc¬ 
tions. 

Tambo was also beginning to 
be received by conservative 
politicians, including George 
Shultz in Washington and Sir 
Geoffrey Howe in London, and 
by Afrikaner leaders from 
South Africa. He could be re¬ 
markably forgiving to those 
who had supported apartheid, 
and could even sympathize 
with President Botha's prob¬ 
lems. But he was increasingly 
distressed and bewildered by 
the determination of Margaret 
Thatcher to brand the ANC as 
terrorists without criticising 
Pretori a'a violence — which be 
saw as giving Botha much- 
needed respect 

Tambo returned to South Af¬ 
rica in December 1990, 10 
months after the unbanning of 
the ANC and Mandela's release 
from detention. Tambo had not 
been fully fit since suffering a 
stroke in 1989, and Mandela 
succeeded him as President of 
the ANC in July 1991, al¬ 
though Tambo was still work¬ 
ing three days a week in the 
ANC offices at the time of his 
death 

Tambo's style was in total 
contrast to any picture of a ter¬ 
rorist leader, gentle, avuncular, 
with great warmth of friendship 
expressed in long hugs and fin¬ 
ger-holding, African style. 
When meeting someone who 
interested him he liked to look 
them slowly up and down, to 
size them up. JHe .travelled con¬ 
stantly,- -.defying, i his .^doctor's, 
pleas and disliking the > con-1 
straints of security; but when in 
London he was often immersed 
in family life, with his wife 
Adelaide and their children in 
their house in Musweli Hill. 

His informality and apparent : 
vagueness made some Western- , 
ers sceptical of the strength of 
his leadership; but his col¬ 
leagues treated the "old man" 
with visible awe. Like some 
other black leaders, including 
Martin Luther King, his influ¬ 
ence had a strong moral ele¬ 
ment and his name was chanted 
in the townships, alongside 
Mandela'Sr as symbols of their 
people's aspirations and confi¬ 
dents. 

Mr Tambo was buried on 
Sunday, amidst a 21 gun Salute 
by the ANC and a crowed of 
15,000 who came to pay their 
last respect ■ 

The Independent 
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Monica Seles, the Yugoslavian world No 1 women tennis player, being comforted by her brother after being stabbed 
from the back by a spectator ets she rested in between games during a tournament in Hamburg. It is though: 
attack might have been a protest against her Serbian background, but all police would say that the at to-.!: - 
man. 


Oxfam Report: 


Africa on a knife edge 




International news in brief 


By Michael Holeman | 

OXFAM called on the || 
west to back a Marshall lj 
Plan for sub-Saharan Afri- J| 
ca, warning that without || 
greater assistance the re- p 
gion's economic crisis is set || 
to deepen. || 

"Africa is on a knife 
edge," said Mr David Bry- 
er, director of the charity •. 
based in the UK, launching .; 

its Africa recovery pro- 
gram; 

The end of the Cold War, 
"fragile" peace in Ethiopia, 
Eritrea and Mozambique, 
and the emergence of more rep¬ 
resentative governments in Af¬ 
rica provided the opening for a 
western initiative, said Mr Biy- 
er, adding: "Northern nations 
: have-the power to tip tfie bal¬ 
ance,* to support the 
current opportunities 
for recovery or to sen¬ 
tence the region to a 
spiralling and agoniz¬ 
ing decline." 

But unless the oppor¬ 
tunity were seized, prospects 
were bleak, Mr Bryer warned. 
In the words of the charity's 40- 
page analysis of the crisis; "Ec¬ 
onomic stagnation, social 
breakdown, decaying infra¬ 
structures, crippling debt bur¬ 
dens, ruinous prices for com¬ 
modity exports, and 
environmental degradation 
threaten to retard Africa's de¬ 
velopment prospects into the 
next century, with frightening 
consequences for human wel¬ 
fare." 

"Without recovery, more 
than 300 million people - half 
the region's population — will 
be living in poverty by the end 
of the decade." 

The report accuses the west 
of lacking the political will, 
contrasting the response to 
problems of eastern Europe and 
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Russia with "their neglect for 
over a decade of Africa's far 
deeper problems." 

Some of Oxfam's sharpest 
criticism is directed at the Inter¬ 
national Monetary Fund and 
World Bank, 
arguing that 
their policies 
are "hurting 
but not work¬ 
ing." 

The Fund's 
"increasingly damaging role" 
stems from policy mistakes in 
the early 1980s, says the report: 
"The Fund treated what was a 
problem of insolvency as one of 
short-term liquidity, extending 
short-term loans at high interest 
rates to cover structural and 
1 trade deficits." 

The Fund embarked on fi¬ 
nancing "what was bound to be 
a slow process of adjustment 
and recovery with the wrong re¬ 
sources and the wrong ap¬ 
proach...." 

"Africa has been paying the 
price ever since." It is time for 
northern governments "to face 
up to the fact that the IMF has 
failed Africa...." 

"The time has come either to 
fundamentally reform the IMF 
or extricate it from Africa." 

The report calls for a write- 


t s v. V ■. i •=• iscd disposal ot acn- 

i- ^|||||ys^\ : i cultural surpluses; re- 

W v,y.: : Z protectionist turners 

against Africa s ex- 

off or concessional reschedut- ports. 


. ing in wards the l‘N 
target of 0.7 perec"r 
r of GDP fur aii! ■. 
gets. Oxfam luce' 
Britain to take a lea 1 
by agreeing an ev:.* 
: 8 150 million ir. sap- 
port of Africa’- re- 

■ emery. 

• A fund to help 
Africa process it- 
... conimiHlity exports; 
the ending of subsid¬ 


ing of much of the region's ex¬ 
ternal debt. 

The debt crisis is deepening, 
savs Oxfam. Total external debt 
m' 1992'was $193 billion in¬ 
cluding IMF and World Bank 
debt — $30 billion higher than 
in 1989 when large scale can¬ 
cellations began. 

Multilateral agencies, mainly 
the World Bank and IMF, ac¬ 
counted for 36 percent of debt 
servicing payments in 1991. 
Neither agency, under existing 
rules, is permitted to reschedule 
or write off debt. 

Tackling the debt burden 
would be central to Oxfam's 
five-point recovery program 
which urges western govern¬ 
ments to treat Africa with the 
same sense of urgency and con¬ 
cern that prompted the Marshall 
Plan. 

Under the plan, launched at 
the end of the second world 
war, the US transferred some 2 
percent of its gross national 
product to support the rebuild¬ 
ing of post war Europe. 

Oxfam will put its debt pro¬ 
posals to the G7 summit in To- 


• Reform of structural ad¬ 
justment programs. includ¬ 
ing protection for African in¬ 
dustries and greater ime-fmc; t 
in'health anil education. 

• Strengthening the UN roie 
in aid and' peace keeping: the 
appointment of one special rep¬ 
resentative responsible for co¬ 
ordinating UN operations. 

The report says that while the 
1980s were gnm, ’’thing* are 
getting steadily worse." Gam¬ 
in health and education are be¬ 
ing eroded, and as a result "A*- 
rica is being disempowered as 
the educational gap between it¬ 
self and oilier part* of :!:e v .•;! 1 
widens.” 

Oxfam's anal} sis is at 
with the World Bank's apprai¬ 
sal, published last February 
"Sub-Saharan countries have 
achieved significant progress in 
the last few years. Growth has 
resumed," said the Bank. 

Though it acknowledge* the 
1990s will be a critical i 
the Bank mainti'ip* - ■' 
has been genera! . 
the merits or its rchv • 
guing that "adjustment ■ •.••• • 
proved the lives oft!:. 


kyoinJuIy. proved the lives of:!:. 

Oxfam's recovery program jorify of Africa’s p« . 
also calls for 

• Increased aid flows, mov- Financial Times 


* China and Taiwan maybe 
on the way to restoring full 
diplomatic ties 44 years after 
they were first broken. This 
follows a series of scientific, 
technological and cultural 
agreements between the two 
countries. 

* At least 150 people were 
injured in demonstrations 
against the Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin during the May 
Day celebrations. Scuffles 
broke out with the police 
when 2000 communist and 
nationalist demonstrators, 
gathered around the Russian 
Parliament and tried to make 
their way to Red Square. Un¬ 
confirmed reports say that at 
least two civilians and a po¬ 
liceman were killed. 

* Three 
contenders, 
besides 
President 
Hashimi 
Rafsanjani 
will run for 
the Iranian 
Presidents 

I election to 
be held on Rof^ an J ani 

II June ac¬ 
cording to 

informed sources. The Pres 
denL currently the favourite 
is expected to win because of 
his economic reform pro- 




Riot police confronting demonstrators with batons in Moscow during the May Day cele¬ 
brations. 



★ Presi¬ 
dent Rana- 
singhe Pre- 
madsa of 
Sri Lanka, 
was assassi¬ 
nated by a 
suicide 
bomber 
while lead¬ 
ing a May Premadasa 
Day parade 
through 

the capital. Anthony Fernan¬ 
do the President's spokesman 
said at least 10 people were 



killed and 
60 injured 
as explo¬ 
sives . 
strapped to 
fiie assai¬ 
lant blew 
up. 


★ The Ser- , . 

bian leader Karadzic 
Radovan 
TCftinttair 

have accepted the Vance- 
Owen plan in a meeting held 
in Athens last week which he 


will now recommend to the 
Bosnian Serb parliament. 
This changed attitude comes 
as a direct result of renewed 
pressure from the Clinton ad¬ 
ministration of militar y air 
strikes against Serbian tar¬ 
gets In Bosnia and of the lift¬ 
ing of the boycott against mil¬ 
itary supplies to the Muslims. 
The Serbs have previously re¬ 
jected the plan that sought to 
divide Bosnia into 10 autono¬ 
mous regions, as a solution to 
the Serbs-Muslim conflict. 
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Bring the PLO in 


ITS TOO early to make judgements on the ninth round of the Washington peace negotia¬ 
tions on the Middle East, but according to the Palestinian delegates, their talks with the 
Israelis seem to be moving into full gear. If one is to read the Israeli position correctly, it 
will be safe to assume that a number of concessions will be offered to the Palestinians on 
land, water and human rights before the end of the current round. 

Whether the Palestinians accept these offers, reject them, or amend them is another is¬ 
sue. The fact remains that the Israelis are beginning to realize that the Palestinians — 
whether in Tunis or in the Occupied Territories or Marj A1 Zohour — are united on one 
thing at least, forcing the Israelis to take heed and ease up, theoretically at least on the 
concept of "Eretz Israel" and on the 25-year-old occupation. 

But whatever the Palestinians obtain from the Washington talks, it must be seen as an 
upward hill, towards a long-term and a comprehensive settlement. A partial and hence 
local settlement, as Israeli leaders describe it, just will not do. The broadlines of the 
peace agreement between Palestinians and Israelis must include full withdrawal, right of 
self-determination and right of return in accordance with UN resolutions. 

The Israelis will attach many conditions to their so-called concessions and they will in¬ 
troduce new terms that aim at redefining the main issues that make up the Palestine 
Question. Such attempts however, must not be allowed to succeed and hamper Palestini¬ 
an resolve. 

As the Israelis and Palestinians propose and counter propose, we believe that the PLO 
must become involved in the negotiating process and it is also time for the US to stand 
up and to establish an open dialogue with the Palestinian leadership in Tunis. 

It must be stated that all Israeli and US attempts to isolate the people of the Occupied 
Territories from the PLO have met with failure. 

If the purpose of the Middle East talks is to give the Palestinians their political rights, 
then the first right would be to have their legitimate representative directly involved in 
the talks, a representative that would be committed to negotiations and to the goals of 
peace. 

The United States, as a full partner now, has a responsibility to move the negotiations 
on a higher moral pedestal and intensify negotiations on all tracks. 

But alas, Israel's bloody hands have struck again in Gaza resulting in the killing of in¬ 
nocent Palestinians. If the final goal of the talks is to end Israel's occupation of these ter¬ 
ritories. then the latest spate of violence is uncalled for because it achieves nothing for 
the Israelis. The United States must work quickly to end the killing of Palestinians be¬ 
cause Israel's schizophrenia exemplified in its talking peace while doing the killing is 
serving no purpose. ■ 



9 US General Robert B. Johnston commander of the United Nations Task Force 
(UNITAF) handing over to General Civik Bir the head of the United Nations peace¬ 
keeping force in a 30-minute ceremony, Tuesday, in Somalia. It ended American ef¬ 
forts by tens of thousands of troops from a score of countries to protect relief opera¬ 
tions for the starving people as a result of the civil war and to disarm its warring 
factions. The Pale blue flag of the United Nations, was hoisted to flatter over the US 
embassy building, now headquarters of the United Nations Operations in Somalia EL 
In his farewell speech General Johnston praised the work of die multinational force, 
which have guarded food convoys and virtually ended the starvation, civil war, death 
by disease that claimed an estimated 350,000 lives last war. 
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By Khairi Janbek 

IN ALL wars, the first victim 
of conflagration tends to be the 
truth about the numbers of mil¬ 
itary personnel killed in action, 
as well as the number of civil¬ 
ians lost as a consequence. The 
Gulf War is no exception un¬ 
der the circumstances, special¬ 
ly if one considers the fact 
that, freedom of information is 
a rare commodity in Iraq, and 
the linkage of military effec¬ 
tiveness with human slaughter 
is a common notion in the eyes 
of the American public. 

The real truth about the Iraqi 
human casualties may be 
somewhere lost in certain ar¬ 
chives, but the search for the 
relative truth remains the duty 
of researchers who should 
challenge the conventional 
wisdom of the exaggerated 
press reports, both locally and 
internationally. 

My approach to the esti¬ 
mates of the Iraqi war casual¬ 
ties is based upon the work of 
the American researcher John 
G. Heidenrich. The Pentagon's 
Defence Intelligence Agency 
(DIAj declared in May 1991 
that the number of die dead 
Iraqi military personnel is 
100,000, the wounded 300,000 
and the number of deserters is 
150,000. When grabbed by the 
mass media, however, it was 
forgotten to state that the DIA 
has actually said that those 
numbers were subject to 50 
per cent error margin. In any 
case, those numbers were total¬ 
ly repudiated later on by the 
US Defence Department. 

If one is to follow a logical 
approach in trying to calculate 
the number of the Iraqi casual¬ 
ties, then one has to rely on the 
little scraps of information 
available to researchers whose 
tools of trade is freedom of in¬ 
formation. 

For a start, the Iraqi armor 
was composed of the Soviet- 
made tanks T 55, T 62, and T 
72; its crews were 4, 4 and 3 
respectively. According to the 
released numbers of destroyed 
Iraqi tanks, by the Pentagon, 
the number amounts to 2162 
Iraqi tanks destroyed. If we 
cake an average of 3.7 for the 
number of the tank crews of 
the three mentioned varieties 
and multiply that by 2162 the 
result is 8010.5, assuming of 
course that all personnel were 
in their tanks when destroyed. 

For the artillery pieces, the 
Americans have declared that 
1500 artillery pieces were de¬ 
stroyed. If we take that each 


By Dr Abdel-Qader 
Yassine 

SINCE THE tower of Babel, 
translators have been indispens¬ 
able for human understanding. 
One of die busiest workers in 
the field is Dr Salma Khadra Al 
Jayyusi. whose goal is to make 
more Arabic literature accessi¬ 
ble to the English-speaking 
world. 

Boro in 1928 in Salt of a Pal¬ 
estinian father and a Lebanese 
mother, Al Jayyusi grew up in 
Acre and latter in Jerusalem 
where she attended Schmidt's 
Girls' College. 

In the fifties while still a stu¬ 
dent at the American Universi¬ 
ty of Beirut, she left her imprint 
on the free verse movement in 
the Arab world. Her poetry was 
published in the leading literary 
journals of the period, includ¬ 
ing Al Adah, Shi'r and Hhvar. 

Since the appearance of the 
first volume of poetry, Al Aw- 
dah Min Al Nab'Al Halim (Re¬ 
turn from the Dreaming Foun¬ 
tain) (I960), Al Jayyusi has 
published very tittle poetry. Ar- 
raf Al Rih (The Soothsayer of 
the Wind), a volume scheduled 
to appear in the summer of 
1967, has never been pub¬ 
lished. The Arab-Israeli war of 
that year made her suspend its 
publication. 

By 1969, a mother of three, 
Al Jayyusi was one of the first 
Arab women to earn a docto¬ 
rate degree in modern Arabic 
literature from a Western uni¬ 
versity. For the past two dec¬ 
ades Al Jayyusi has lectured on 
{Arabic literature in various uni¬ 
versities in the Arab world, Eu¬ 
rope and the United States 
where she is now living. 

She is one of the Arab . 
world’s most distinguished lit¬ 
erary personalities and is wide¬ 
ly known for her poetry, liter¬ 
ary criticism and scholarship. 
Dr A! Jayyusi is author of the 
two-volume comprehensive 
critical history Trends and 
Movements in Modem Arabic 
Poetry (Leiden; Brill, 1977) 
and editor of Modem Arabic 
Poetry: An Anthology (New 
York: Columbia University 
Press). 

She first saw the need for 
more and better literary transla¬ 
tions into English while lectur¬ 
ing at American universities; 
from this came the idea of tire 


The Gulf War: 

An a 
of the 




The Highway of Death: How many really died? 


gun was manned by 8 military 
personnel, the result would be 
12,000 fatalities. As for the 
number of personnel carriers 
destroyed, the number is 525. 
Each carrier has a crew of 3, 
and the capacity to carry 8 


military cadres. If we multiply 
the number of carriers with 
that of the crew and military 
cadres, the number of deaths is 
5775. That is of course, if we 
assume abstract conditions in 
which all cadres were in their 


place; 'immobile even under 
battle conditions. Consequent¬ 
ly, one can safely assume that 
the number of fatal Iraqi casu¬ 
alties is far lesser train the 
numbers calculated. 

In the: battles inside Kuwait, 
the Americans have killed 577 
Iraqi soldiers, which they have 
buried subsequently, arid the 
number of the Iraqi soldiers 
killed by the Arab forces is as¬ 
sumed to be far less than that 
since it is known, that the 
bloodiest battles involved the 
American soldiers. 

One can give liberally, the 
number 200 Iraqi soldiers. 
killed at the hands of their 
Arab brothers. Incidentally, no 
number of Iraqi war casualties 
has been released by any of the 
Arab countries involved in the 
alliance against Iraq. 

As for the supposed moss bu¬ 
rials of Iraqi troops under the 
ploughs of the American mine 
sweepers, I assume the num¬ 
bers here are equally out of 
proportions. If the initial 
American intelligence reports 
indicated that the so. .called 
Saddam Line was manned by 
8000 Iraqi troops, then where 
did all the bodies vanish? The 
Iraqi army has found 44 buried 
soldiers, after the war. and the 
numbeF of the Iraqi soldiers 
surrendering in the. Saddam 
Line was 2000 soldiers. 

The initial intelligence report 
looks like being highly inaccu¬ 
rate, for in the absence of the 
ghastly body count, the num¬ 
ber of the Iraqi soldiers buried 
aiive cannqt be determined in 
any manner.;'- f-r .' ' 

The question of the convoy 
of death, of fleeing Iraqi sol¬ 
diers from Kuwait after the al¬ 
lies entry into the country, pos¬ 
es another problem in 
calculating the number of 


deaths occurring, * . 

that there were 

; mainly civilian, 
average, probably by t too 

pie. if there was any \ 

tion for some lCHM lroqj^K|^^ v - 
wait. The death toll 
. would be on average . 

ua! tics .. Here again. - 

; of- dead bodies ' 

credibility of such, : **9*?& •; 

' bers of fatalities. \.‘;y •• •: 

According to the ^ 

sources, the ; 

prisoners of war ; 

71.000 cadres, of ytoutogW; - .; 

personnel needed s , . t A| 

treatment and not all from tat? 
tie wounds, but -many ta iMtav.*®. 

sult<^dcby<katitB9u WKfin^K> - 

iritioo. Probably, the moss 
accurate number given by »y 
source is in termszof ibeiawth * 
ber of Iraqi army, dwesw* 
which amounted to 140,000 
dies. . ‘ -.J " v . : -■ . - 

Roughly, the uumbwoftra<@;- : 

■ military perstmisi Mnpdjxrtias. 
war, does not amount to more . 
than 35 ,OOO cadres. Themra*/- 
ber becomes, even more sigrtifc 
icani, when one calculates fee 
number of the wounded fftqj 
military personnel, to the own 1 - 

ventionol military calculations, . 
the number of dead to- wound¬ 
ed is calculated at the ratio of 3 
to 1. '• 

Here, immediately one faces jf 
the problem of solving the rid-.- 
die of the evacuation of the . 
wounded Iraqi soldiers under, 
heavy bombardment, and ex¬ 
traordinary conditions.. The 

number of the military wound-. 

ed, according to my calcula¬ 
tions would be roughly, . 
105.000 cadres. ! . . .. ] 

It is not my intention m enu-;.. * 
cize the capabilities and hero- 
ism of our Iraqi brothers, but , 
nevertheless, one has to admit / 
that it is a Third World army, 
with reasonable capacity, and ’ 
limitation. To- assume,' that ’ - 
such an army can carry out the ’ . 
evacuation of so many of its 
wounded can be nothing but a 
work of fiction.. - = 

Alternatively, to assume that ;; ..: 
the majority of those wounded 
were aimlessly, wondering In -‘ 
the desert, and did hot surren- . .. .1 
<Jer to the allies, would defy all 
laws of sense. . V‘ : 

Therefore, I put it to yon 
that, the number of Iraqi mili¬ 
tary casualties is far less than :T. 
originally has been assumed.- v - - 
and even less than the number r .. 
have suggested. ■ 7 v 

Khalil Janbek is a JoiMu 
historian and political ana- • 
lyst . • . 



Salma Khadra Al Jayyusi 


A bridge of books 



Al Jayyusi: A forward-looking achievement 


Project for Translation from " 
Arabic, known as PROTA, 
which has since become her 
most forward-looking achieve¬ 
ment. 

PROTA is a loose network 
of translators and advisors. As 
its founder and director, AJ 
Jayyusi has overseen the trans¬ 
lation of ten novels, seven sin¬ 
gle-author collections of short 
stories and poems and five im¬ 
portant anthologies of poetry, 
fiction and drama from all over 
the Arab world. The fact that 
her main publishers in the 
United States have been uni¬ 
versity presses is testimony to 
the high standards she sets. . 

Besides being a fine poet and 
critic in her own right her gen¬ 
ius lies in selecting the right 
people for the various stages of 
translation. PROTA's standard 
procedure is to team two trans¬ 
lators on each text, one bilin¬ 
gual and the other a poet or 


writer whose native language is 
English, in order to balance the 
demanding (often conflicting) 
linguistic and literary vrequiie- 
ments of good translation.. 

One of Al Jayyusi's recent 
triumphs was the publication in 
the United-States last■ year of 
The Literature of Modem Ara¬ 
bia: An Anthology. Tins large, 
and authoritative volume offers, 
for the fust time, a representa¬ 
tive selection of the works of 
95 of Arabia's best creative au¬ 
thors and . poets. It presents 
poetry, drama, and short stories 
from Saudi Arabia, Yemen and 
the rest of the Gulf: states. 
Sponsored by King Saud Uni¬ 
versity in Riyadh, which .was 
represented by a distinguished- 
editorial board, this anthology 
contributes to the difficult cask, 
of bridging the culhiral'gap be-. 
tween the contemporary Arab 
world and the English speaking. 
world. 


The Literature of Modem 
Arabia is a voyage of discovery 
for everyone involved in the 
project, and for no one more 
titan the writers themselves. It 
reflects the panorama of life in 
tire Arabian Peninsula, the out¬ 
look, aspirations and contradic¬ 
tions which govern people's be¬ 
havior in times of great change, 
and is likely to modify many of 
the stereotyped attitudes and 
expectations of English- 
speaking readers. 

Last year Al Jayyusi edited 
The Legacy of Muslim Spain, a 
large volume of essays pub¬ 
lished to .commemorate the 
. 500th anniversary of the end of 
■ Muslim rule in Al Andalus. She 
is • now editing a companion 
Volume of the poetry and 
belles-lettres of the period.-.\ 

But AL Jayyusi's -Magnum 
. Opus is, no doubt, bet. Antholo¬ 
gy of Modem Palestinian Lite r- 
•• ature - (New ~ York: " Columbia 
University Press,1992). - 

To the best of ray knowledge, 
this umqiie'.and definitive yol- 
. ome : offers The most ambitious 
. compilation of Palestinian liter¬ 
ary works : in any language^ No 
other geherat anthology of Pal¬ 
estinianor Arabic literature; ap- 
preaches "the . scope. and the 
: variety - presented by Salma Al 
JayyusLAn,.anthology as cbm- 
prebensiye and encompassing a. 
nature 1 as-tins one .is- cer tainl y 
lacking and will fill in a great 
gap m the field. ; 

Presented here ate traosla- 
lions of.-poems, stories and ex- 
ceipts from novels of over sev¬ 
enty: Palestinian writers and 
poets. liyiDg in Israel, such as 
Emil Habibi, a laureate of die 
1992 Israel, Prize; in the Occu¬ 
pied. Territories such as Hanan 
- Ashrawi; and in the Diaspora, 
as well as works by Palestinian 
poets . who write in English... 
Also included are personal naxv 
ratives by Palestinian writers 
depicting-the varied aspects iff 
Palestinian life from the turn of 
die century to die present. 

These images capture life in ■ 
Palestine before the establisb- 
-oent of the Zionist state and ■ 


during the wars of 1948 and 
1967, and vivify the ensuing ca-' *• 
iamities experienced by Psdes- •’ 
tinians in the Diaspora and tra¬ 
der Israeli occupation. . ;* 
Foremost among the themes are 
nostalgia and loss of homeland, ■ 
which the editor considers "the _ ■ .. 
essence of the Palestinian expo- •' • 
rienee".Other subjects, such as ' 1 
Jove and honor, are more uni- - ‘ 
versal. The Anthology of Mod- '■ 
em Palestinian Literature of- a / ■ 
. fers an insightful look at- the 
-. literature written by a nation' in' ' 
crisis. 

Biographical sketches intro¬ 
duce the authors, and a chronol- . 
ogy of modern Palestinian - 

toty provides background for 
some of the events and places jj 
referred to in die selections. ‘ 

The introductory section by the 
editor provides the reader with " 
enough background informs-• - 

tion, in terms of historic events 
sind ■ comprehensive critical 
analysis-of Palestinian.tixeranne 

during the 20th .Centuiy, to air . 
low. the easy assimilaticm of - ‘ . 

subsequent sections. 1 This vbl- * -' 

- ume proves - , that even under *• “ 
great political^ -stress, literary *. .* 
talents can thrive' and grow to J 
artistic maturity.. ;. - 1 ; 

In view of the variety 
thefoes and tlte number of writ 1 ' 
ers‘ and/poets represented, this - 7 * 
.massive, well-«iited^transliU«a^L 
and researched volume is a livs-' 
ing monument lo the Palestinir, j V -‘ 
an culture, now rep resen te d in ' ■' 

English for the first time thanktf. ?.. • 
to the unstinting labors of -Sal-'. 
ma Khadra AJ jayyusi. _ \ 

Far from a.fotkioric or exotic * '.'f 
record, this anthology makes il .V- 
s ignifi cant contribution to Pti- % I . _ 
estirdan cultnre andipucs it titu .i . : : 
P^ ^tii the great . ^ - 

world literature. An bmstaxxtinta ^ > „ • 
work of scholarship and.heart, - 
the Anthology cf Modem Poles- . .. ... 
Tinian Literature is a volume to 
reward'and inqnter readers for i- ' 
m^ay years to cbine^fi *;, ; ; V 

Dr Abdel-Qader Yasdu 
Palestinian researcher 
ingin Sweden. 
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53 km, ga use...!! 


ourdain 


• Quatre heures et cinquante-cinq minutes: c'est le temps qu'il a faUu au Frangais 
Philippe Ospitalpour rejoindre Vhotel Spa sur la mer morte en partant d'Amman au pe¬ 
tit matin, vendredi dernier . Cinquante-trois kilometres de course sur route (plus qu'un 
marathon!) parcourus en tite et en un temps record par notre expert agricole tricolore. 

Cette premiere sportive etait organisie par la joyeuse equipe du HHH (Hachemite 
Hasch House) celebre pour ses joggings hebdomadaires arroses de houblon^. Jordani¬ 
ans, ARemands, Canadiens, Anglais (etc...) avaient releve le defi de cette course 
d'endurance. Sept sont arrives a tenir la distance, extenues mais fiers de leur perfor - 



j & 


■ V*:... 




i ■'H& 




mance. 


Supplement en frahgais du Star 


Par iquipe, ce sont les Americains qui sont arrives en tSte. Les deux iquipes 
frangaises n'ont pourtant pas demSrite. Coup de chapeau d Renan Fontaine, Laurent 
Delafosse, Xavier Ducourau, Christian Savard, Alain Maury, Gilles Channel et Bruno 
RivaUand! Philippe Ospital, lui, jure qu'on ne Vy reprendra plus. Mais reve dejd du 
marathon de New-York ... 


J 


Economie 


Un marche porteur 


pour les PME 


Bonne surprise pour les entreprises du Sud de la France en exposition la semaine demiere a Amman: le 

marche jordanien leur offire de nombreux debouches. Bilan. 


"JAVAIS SOUS-ESTIME le 
pays et ses habitants. On 
tronve, ici, des partenaires de 
trfes haut niveau, fiabies et s*- 
neux". Cette reflexion recueil- 
lie au d*tour d'un stand de 
l'exposition des entreprises du 
Sud de la France, la semaine 
demifere au Philadelphia hdtel, 
resume bien le sentiment parta- 
^ g* par les exposants k la d*cou- 
r vertedu march* jordanien. 

Marti ne Germain, directeur- 
g*n*ral de Breux-Board & Cie 
(BBC), a en effet toutes les rai¬ 
sons d'etre satisfaite de son 
voyage k. Amman. A la t£te 
d'une PME leader en France 
pour le materiel hospitalier de 
sterilisation, elle a trouv* un 
marchd trfes porteur pour ses 
produits. ”11 y a de nombreux 
hdpitaux prives en cours de cre¬ 
ation et ils s’*quipentdu mate¬ 
riel le plus sophistiqu*", ex- 
plique-t-elle. De bonnes 
opportunites de contrat. 

Toute aussi souriante. 
Framboise Nurit. enchaine les 
demonstrations de ses appa- 
reiis d’dlecmi-therapie pour les 
Jordaniens curieux. Sa soci*t*, 
EIDE estherique, propose des 
instituts de beaut* clfi-en-main 
et des equipemems de pointe 
pour les centres de remise en 
forme. Comme Marline Ger¬ 
main et l’ensemble des expo¬ 
sants, elle est & la recherche 
d’un distributeur de ses pro- 
, duits, meme si elle est d*j& trfes 
•Vcontente de faire quelques 
ventes ponctuelles en direct. 

Sur la quinzaine de soci*t*s 
frangaises prfeseutes k 
l'exposition, ce sont surtout 
celles sp*ciali$*e$ dans 
rhygifene et la beaut* qui repar- 
tent avec les meilleures per¬ 
spectives de contrat Le plus 
sadsfait est, sans nul doute, 
Jean-Claude Mille, directeur- 



Plus de 600 personnes se sont pressees au Philadelphia hdtel pour ddcouvrir les 
produits proposes par des PME du Sud de la France. 


g*n*ral de Celatose. Cette en- 
treprise se d*marquait (failleurs 
des autres par sa taille et son 
implantation Internationale. 

Celatose. sp*cialis*e dans 
I’hygifene enfants, femmes et 
adultes, realise 39% de son 
chiffre a I’exponation, mais 61 - 
ait encore absentee du march* 
moyen-oriental. "La surprise 
est de trouver ici des capitaux 
disponibles trfes importants et 
un engouement de nos interloc- 
uteurs pour nos produits en 
l'absence de v*ri tables compdn- 
teurs sur le march*", afftrme 
Jean-Claude Mille. 

Plus que rexportation, rendue 
difficile par le volume des 
couches et autres serviettes, la 
socifit* cherche ft tertne it faire 
du transfer! de technologie. 


sous forme d'une joint-venture 
ou d'une crtation d'usine. C’est 
d*ji bien parti. Pour trouver un 
distributeur, Jean-Claude Mille 
n’a eu que i'embarras du choix 
et fl a entam* des discussions 
avec un producteur local pour 
une collaboration future... 

"Tout ces contacts sont ties 
encourageants. Cest un 


Frangais k Amman n'esl pas fa¬ 
cile. 

"Les entrepreneurs frangais 
ont peur de voyager. Ils con- 
naissent mal la tegion et rechig- 
nent k prendre des risques", ex¬ 
plore Nadira MancheL "Mais, 
si tous ces exposants n'*taient 
pas venus, ils n'auraient pas fait 
d'affaires’" Point commun des 


succ*s", confie Nadira Man- presents: leur implantation dans 
chet, initiatrice de la manifesta- ]a r*gion de Montpellier. A re- 


tioa. Avec son cabinet de con- 
seil §t l'export S.A.M. Trade 
International, elle oriente. de- 
puis trois ans, les entreprises 
frangaises vers le Moyen- 
OrienL D'origine paJestinienne 
avec sa famiDe k Amman, elle 
connalt bien le march* jordani¬ 
en et d*tient de pr*cieux con¬ 
tacts. Mais, faire venir les 


marquer, le caractfere 
entiferemeni priv* de cette ini¬ 
tiative nullement soutenue par 
la chambre de commerce lo¬ 
cale. Seul le service commer¬ 
cial frangais & Amman les a 
aid* de ses conseils. • 

Pour moriver les entreprises, 
le cabinet-conseil a fait miroit- 
er les possibilit*s de rayonne- 


bien adapt* aux petites entre¬ 
prises regionales sont les argu¬ 
ments mis en avant par le ser¬ 
vice commercial frangais. ”U y 
a de nombreux points com- 
muns entre les entreprises de 
province et les soci*t*s jorda- 
niennes, comme leur taille, leur 
caractfere famiJiaI...etc...", af- 
firme Michel Duger, attach* 
commercial prts de 
I'Ambassade de France. "Elies 
doivenl saisir cette chance pour 
p*n*trer le march* jordanien." 
La i^ussite de l'exposition de la 
semaine deraifere dfemontre que 
ces paroles ne sont pas seule- 
ment des incantations. Des op¬ 
portunity existent bel et bien 
id pour ceux qui sont prSt a. se 
lancer dans l'exportatioo au- 
deia du March* unique. ■ 


Florent ChevoUeaa 


Projet 


Des mosquees aux costumes, 
trois filles pour un periple 


c ter I'histoire par le costume: c'est le but du tour de la M6diterran6e entam6 par trois Frangaises. Une demarche 
corner f ori<nnale de cr£er un costume par pays en s'inspirant d’une mosqu6e. 


ULAH, MATHILDE et Muriel 
sont trois jeunes Frangaises, en¬ 
tre 25 et 30 ans. Passionals de 
costumes et d'histoire, elles ont 
commenc* un p*riple autour de 
la Mdditerranta depu* deux . 
mois. Treize pays 5 d*couvnr 
et autant de villes et de mos- 
qu*es It *tudier. Etape cette se- 

maine & Amman. 

"Dans chaque ville. nous 
nous inspirons d'une mosquee 
pour ci*er un costume , ex- 
plique Lilah. "^architecture is- 
Emique est trts riche, cest une 
autre maniSre de parler de 
I'histoire a travers trer^ cos¬ 
tumes." Le portage des rdles est 
precis. Mathilde, styhste- 
modfiliste, *tudre la forme de la 
mosquee pour en ttrer laJig* 
du v*tement. Muriel, costu 

mifire, se charge 
tations int*rieures pour erter 
les ntoofs. Lilah. costu™^ 
elle- aussi, fait un portratt pho- 
toeraphique d'une fcmtne ren- 
ccSSe au hasard et rddige des 

textes historiques. 

La finalit*? Exposer <^cos 
tumes et photos, temoigna^es 



Jj!s trois "MMilerroniennes de VSdam” ont choisi 
dVtudier la mosquee blew lors de leur passage d Amman. 


de leur p*riple, * Pans, au prm- 
temps prochain. L'mstmn du 
monde arabe s'est d*ji montr* 
trfes int&esse par ce prmet au 
nom evocateur, "Les M*ditena- 
n*ennes de 1'lslam"... 


■ "L'id*e m'est venue lors d'un 
voyage en Egypte", se xappele 
Lilah. "J’ai eu le coup de foudre 
pour i’arr islamique des mos- 
qu*es du Caire et j'ai eu envie 
de l'exploirer h travels mon 


mode depression qui est Ie 
costume." Cette demarche est 
loin d’6tre anificielle. “Lor- 
squ'on *tudie I'histoire du cos¬ 
tume, on trouve on grand par- 
allfele avec 1'histoire de 
I'architecmre. Ce sont les 
memes couleurs, les m*mes 
formes qui sont privil*gi*es 
selon l'*poque", ajoute-t-elle. 

Aprfes la Turqiiie, la Syrie et 
le Liban, elles viennent cte pas¬ 
ser une dizaine de jours en Jor- 
dame. Leur choix ^ Amman? 
La mosquee bleue Abdallah, 
contre toute attente. “Son archi¬ 
tecture est vrahnent trfes belle et 
ufes riche", explique Mathilde. 
"Elle est vraimem repr*sema- 
tive de la ville et son plan mon- 
tre un grand fiquilibre. Mfime, 
si elle est r*cente, on ne pou- 
vait pas passer a cBtfi." 

Sa nouveaut* pr*sente aussi 
un interfiL Cest l’une des deux 
seules grandes mosqu*es con- 
stniites dans le bassin m*diter- 
ran£en depuis dix ans. "EUe a 
de plus un r6!e m*dit de salle 
de spectacle-studio de t*!6vi- 
sion. A I'int*rieur, on a le senti¬ 


ment d'une grande piste aux 
*toiles d&erte", ajoute Lilah. 

Aprfes chaque *tape, les trois 
filles partagent leurs impres¬ 
sions et d*voilent leurs pre¬ 
mieres esquisses. "Cest formid¬ 
able, nous sommes toujours 
cTaccord sur les sensations £ re- 
tenir", affinnem-elles en 
chceur. Avant tout, leur travail 
oait de la sensibilit* de cha- 
cune. Cest 1'alliance de trois re¬ 
gards diff*rents sur un mwiu- 
ment, un lieu, une histoire. 

"Par cette exposition, nous 
espdrons presenter I'histoire de 
manibre moins r*barbative, 
plus sensible. Le rfisultat devra 
etre accessible et toucher un 
grand nombre de gens", sou- 
ligne Lilah. Pour faire paitager 
leurs sensations, elles esp*rent 
que leurs costumes pourront 
tourner autour de la M*diterra- 
n*e dans les diff*rents centres 
culturels. Ici, nous sommes 
d*j& curieux de d*couvrir la 
mosqu*e bleue transfigur*e en 
vetemenL.. ■ • 


Benevolat 

L’age du conseil 



Jeune retraite, Georges Dubar, est venu offrir 
ses talents de manager au Philadelphia hotel 
pendant trois semaines. Une formule d’entraide 
6conomique a decouvrir. 


Exp r 


.!> s* v • 

V* !_•* 


meat sur toute la r*gion h partir 
de la Jordanie. Pour beaucoup, 
le march* local de quatre mil¬ 
lions cfhabitants paraJt trap r*d- 
uit pour s'y engager. Mais, ces 
perspectives de rayonnement 
r*gional sont tout de meme 
li*es *troitement h la normali¬ 
sation du commerce avec 1‘Irak 
et les Terri to ires occup*s. 

Autre obstacle: les fameux 
droits de douane. S’ils restent 
tr*s *lev*s sur les voitures et 
les produits de.luxe, ils sont ce- 
pendant en constante regression 
dans le cadre du plan 
d’ajustement structure] so me¬ 
nu par le FMI et la Banque 
mondiale. Un obstacle, en fait, 
aisement franchi. 

Le point le plus posinf reste 
la pr*sence importante de liqui¬ 
dity et de devises dans le pays. 
Pas de souci de financement et 
un march* particuli&rement 



RETOUR - Quutorzc f 
Palestiniens et leurs f;i- i 
millcs ont pu re^a^ner 
les Tcrritoires occupes 
a pres des annecs ii'exil. 
Ce retour a donne lieu 
a des festivites sur le 
pont du rot Hussein et 
dans les Tcrritoires ou 
ils ont rejoin! un 
groupc de quinze exiles 
autorises a retourner 
chez cux* la .stsuinc 
dernierc. line prensiere 
depuis 1987. 


A la retraite, Georges Dubar est devenu consultant 
international binevolement 


"MIS A la retraite h la suite de problemes de sante, je me 
suis subitement sent! devenir inutile apr&s une activite pro- 
fessionnelle intense", explique Georges Dubar. 63 ans. 
"Pour soitir du trou, l'ECTI m'a permis de reprendre bene- 
volement un r61e de consultant. Et me voila en Jordanie!" 
Depuis une dizaine d'anndes, cette association offre la pos- 
sibilite h des managers retraites d'apporter leurs compe¬ 
tences a des entreprises frangaises ou etrangeres n’ayam 
pas la possibility de s'offrir un consultant au prix fon. 

Dans ce cadre, Georges Dubar vient de passer trois se¬ 
maines au Philadelphia h6tel pour etudier et ameliorer les 
conditions de restauration. C'est la premiere fois qu'un 
membre de l’ECTI effectue une mission en Jordanie. "Au- 
paravant, j'avais fait de nombreuses consultations aupres 
d'entreprises en difficulty en France ainsi qu'une mission 
de deux mois en Chine", souligne Georges Dubar. 

Ancien directeur g6neral d'une compagnie de 4500 per¬ 
sonnes, il fait ainsi profiler de ses competences en mulifrc 
d'organisation du travail, de gestion et de management. 
Une mission parfois d61icate. "Ce n'est pas Evident de se 
retrouver parachut* dans une entreprise et de pouvoir ap- 
pr*hender les problemes", confie-t-i]. "Comme consultant, 
vous n'etes ni dycideur, ni acteur." 


REPORT - | 

L'introduction de la \ 
Ires conversee taxe sur s 
les rentes pour rail etre \ 
reportee aprts le pro- j 
chain renmniement j 
ministericl. Celie luxe } 
(entre 5^r et 20 * r selon j 
lc produiO devaii cn- 
trer cn vigueur a partir j 
du ler mai et rein plac¬ 
er la taxe sur ia con- 
sommation en place de¬ 
puis deux ans. 


REDUCTION - Le j 
Premier ministre Zeid j 
Ben Shaker a demand? J 
aux services gouverne- 
mentaux de rcdusre de 
5% leurs depcnscs to- 
tales d'allocations pour 
I'exercice budgetaire 
de cette annee. Cette 

_ . «*., • ,3 


mettre d'augmenter les 1 
salaires des agents de , 
ces services depuis Se • 
debut de 1'annee. 


J'entreprise et par leur gemillesse. i>i je nai pas la preten¬ 
tion d'apporter LA solution, je pense, au minimum, avoir 
enrichi le d6bat." 

AujourdTiui, Georges Dubar n'attend plus les missions de 
l’ECTI pour lui remonter le moral. Mais, iJ continue, con- 
vaincu de l’intyret des actions bynyvoles. "Si Ton veut que 
la sociyty et le monde sortent de romifere, il faut dcvclop- 
per les contributions benyvoles croisyes pour le bien de 
tous", assure le jeune retraity. Une philosophte genyreuse 
qui peut trouver, la preuve, une application dans Ie milieu. 
nSputy pourtant sans pitiy, des affaires. ■ ^ ^ 


ROUTES - 55*1? des 
conducteurs om cte, au 
moias une fois, impli- 
que dans un accident 
de la route. C'est lc re- 
sultat d'une enqurte de 
I'agencc Petra sur un 
echantillon dc trois 
cent personnes. 86 
des conducteurs impli- 
ques dans un accident 
sont des hommes, ages 
en moyenne dc 37 ans. 


Cinema 


L'Europe grand ecrai 


Sept films, deux stances par jour: le festival du film europeen demarre 
au Centre culture! royal, a partir du dimanche 9. C'est le moment ou 
jamais de voir l'Europe sur grand 6cran. Gratuitement! 


CETTE ANNEE ie public Jor¬ 
danian va avoir deux fois plus 
de chance de voir des films eu- 
rop*ens. Pour sa nouveUe Edi¬ 
tion, le festival europ*en du 
film propose deux s*ances par 
jour au Centre cultural royal 
(voir le programme ci-dessous). 
Sous le patronage du prince 
Hassan, la d*l*ganon de la 
Communaut* europyenne et les 
ambassades des Etats-membres 
ont concoct* un programme 
brillam pour rendre hommage 
an 7e art. 

Coup d'envoi, dimanche 9 
mai , avec la projection du long- 
m*trage beige: "Wait until 
spring, Bandmi" avec Omella 
Mutti et Faye Dunaway. Cette 
stance inaugurale est umque- 
ment sur invitation. Mais, d*s 
Ie lenderaain, le public pourra 
d&ouvrir cette superbe fresque. 
gratuitement! Seul imptaattf. 
venir retirer sa place une demi- 
heure avant l a projection au 

CCR. # . 

Ces double stances quoti- 
diennes, i 17h et 20h, vont per- 
mettre d'*largir le public qui et¬ 
ait d*jS venu nombreux 
Fan dernier. Les sept fitas pre- 
sentta sont tous trfes diflCTents. 
Illustration de la van*t£ des 


pays de la ^ | 

Communaut*. f 

Bs sont tous I 

recems et in- . & 

*dits en salle, § 

s*Ieciion 9 

"La discrete" JKpt n 

de Christian Wmf H 

Fabrice Luchi- \ * S 

ni et Judith i — a 

Henry, pre- " 

sentee mer- Les jeux cruets de Vamour ct de la seduc- 
credi 12 et tion pimentent le film jnutgais, "La discrete" 
vendredi 34. 


Cet excellent 

premier film a remport* un 
fenorme succfes public et cri¬ 
tique en France, il y a deux ans. 
Servie par une feionnante com¬ 


position de Fabrice Luchini, 
c'est un conte d'amour cruel ct 
plein d'espriL A ne rater sous 
aucun pretexie. ■ 

F.C 


La disable CFnmce): Mer- 
credi 12 k 20h et vendredi 14 5 
■17h 


>: HMt jmta^spring. BlmdliS; - .- H gjardino di dlSegi (Italieh 
.(BefeiquejrLtindi f0a:17h - ' ■ Jeudi 13 k 33h et saraedi 15 k 
^cWir -konnen audi enders - I7h 


Lundi J0:.i 20h 
|jj£iinanii'l 1 i 17h 
«;Xa easa.de Bernadu Alim 
. March U * 20b et 
istaeiciedi I2517h - 


-Troly, madly, deeply (Roy- 
aume-Unil: Samedi 15 >. 2Ch et 
dimanche 16 a l7h 
- The vanishing (P.iys-Bas): 
dimanche 16 mni ;> 20h 
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• Abu Shaqra Trading 
Establishment lately 

introduced to the market two 
impeccable fragrances. In a 
press conference at the 
Marriott, Mr Mil S. Iiicfa, 
International Development 
Manager of Loewe perfumes 
hinted that the Aire Loewe was 
designed to inspire the 
personality of the modem 
woman, and it also transmits 
another way of life, carefree, 
extrovert, dynamic, with a 
touch of sensitivity and 
fragility. While Esencia Loewe 





expresses the new masculine fragrance, with it's dark green glass, frosting, gold prmting. metal, 
leather, all natural: handled in small quantities, with care and with knowledge to the man.who 
appreciates such a classical fragrance. 


Jordanian colors find their place in 
the works of an American weaver 


Special to The Star 

"WEAVING IS becoming a 
lost art," said Margaret Hluch, 
a woman experienced with the 
loom. "It's difficult to become 
known as a weaver." she ex¬ 
plained, adding that it is not a 
high profile an form and is sel¬ 
dom funded by the US Endow¬ 
ment for the Arts. 

In the US, pottery is no long¬ 
er considered art began Kevin 
Hluch, currently a Fulbright- 
Hayes lecturer in ceramics at 
Yarmouk University. Because 
his finished product is noi sole¬ 
ly aesthetic, Mr Hluch's work 
as a potter is considered a craft. 
With much regret he added, 
'There is an attitude these days 
that crafts are not an." 

As the Hluch’s mourn the de¬ 
cline in the anistic value placed 
on crafts in the American art 
scene, their exhibition; 'Frag¬ 
ments; Weaving and Works on 
Paper', currently on display at 
the American Center, is enough 
to convince viewers that crafts 
are in fact an integral and in¬ 
separable part of art. A con¬ 
trasting melange of intricacy 
and beauty, the exhibition high¬ 
lights the skill employed by 
these two crafts people, who 
should be referred to as artists. 

Unfortunately for Mr Hluch. 
and for the viewer, the exhibi¬ 
tion does not include samples 
of his training as a ceramist. 
Lack of materials at Yarmouk 
University's Art Department 
made it impossible for the 
American-born potter to put to¬ 
gether a collection to be dis¬ 
played in Jordan. Nevertheless, 
Mr Hluch’s contribution to the 
exhibition effectively commu¬ 
nicates his dedication to ceram¬ 
ics and extensive experience as 
a potter. 

Substituting the clay medium 
with come and carbon pencil 
sketches, he has not strayed far 
away from his craft. With a lit¬ 
tle imagination, the viewer can 
picture the pottery, which 
would have been on display if 
the artist had access to the ma¬ 
terials of his trade. 

As a potter, Mr Hluch feels at 
home in Jordan. His sketches, a 
study of the ancient pottery so 
often found throughout the 
Kingdom's many archaeologi¬ 
cal sites, seems to confirm his 
connection to the country. 
"There is evidence of it (pot¬ 
tery) everywhere in Jordon. It's 
reassuring to see these antiqui¬ 
ties and how important they 
once were," he explained. 
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Mr Hluch also identified his 
connection to Jordan in meta-- 
phorical terms. "People ask me 
to describe Jordan. For me it's a 
land of contrast — bright lights 
casting dark shadows. In a 
sense, that's the nature of my 
work." he said. His sketches in¬ 
clude a series of individual pot¬ 
tery jugs, whole and detailed, 
with shadows looming below 
each base. The sketches are ac¬ 
companied by reproduction of 
ancient fragments featured un¬ 
derneath each work. 

Going to various archaeologi¬ 
cal sites in Jordan inspired Mr 
Hluch to duplicate uncovered 
shards, or what the potter de¬ 
scribes as "Reconstruction 
from deconstruction.' 1 The 


drawings are actually imagina¬ 
tive reconstructions based mi 
his research of ancient pots. 

"It's my idea of what these 
fragments may have looked 
like," Mr Hluch added. 

While the sketches of pot¬ 
tery, both whole and fragment¬ 
ed are characterized by light 
and dark contours, Mrs Hluch's 
weavings add a splash of color 
and vigor to the exhibition. The 
weavings, most of which were 
spun in Irbid during the last 
seven months, bear the mark of 
the artist's time spent in Jordan. 
They also reveal traces of other 
regions; many of Mrs Hluch's 
vibrantly colored silk threads 
seem to be influenced by two 
years spent in Kenya, while 


A flare for the rare and original 


Bv Mary Denis 

Special to the Star 

APRIL WAS an exceptionally 
busy musical month for Am¬ 
man. At a rate of one concert 
every three to four days, the 
National Music Conservatory/ 
Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
presented last month diverse 
music programs including for¬ 
eign and local musicians. The 
Amman audience, having quite 
a selection of musical concerts 
to choose from, was able to at¬ 
tend musical events featuring 
Arabic, classical and opera mu¬ 
sic. 

In a dynamic program, 
Agnes Bashir: piano, and Ali 


Shawki; clarinet, played vari¬ 
ous works by Vivaldi, Mozart, 
Chopin, Poulenc, Kromer, 
Gershwin and Karadimcev. 

The program of the recital 
was unmistakably marked by 
the musicians' flair for the rare 
and original. The musical piec¬ 
es they chose to play in the first 
part of the concert are often un¬ 
justly overlooked by many per¬ 
formers, let alone rarely per¬ 
formed. Giving their all to 
these beautiful compositions, 
the two musicians played com¬ 
plete Sonata in G minor by Vi¬ 
valdi and a complete two part 
Concerto in ES Major by 
Czechoslovakian composer 
Francis Kromer. 


BRITISH LADIES OF AMMAN 
MAY FAIR 

(IN AID OF JORDANIAN CHARITIES) 

Friday May 7,1993, 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

In the Gardens of 

HE the British Ambassador's Residence 

FUN FOR ALL THE FAMILY WHITE ELEPHANT STALL 


ENTERTAINMENT 
FACE PAINTING 
GAMES 
CRAFT ITEMS 


GRAND RAFFLE 
WHITE PRIZE 
REFRESHMENTS 
AND MORE™ 


EVERYBODY WELCOME 
Entrance: Adults JD 1.00 Children JD 0.25 


As far as Shawki is con¬ 
cerned, the clarinet is the best 
musical instrument. ”1 love the 
clarinet for the beautiful wide 
range of sound", he says. "It 
has beautiful dynamics and 
each register has its own colour 
ranging from rich bass tones to 
the high tension tones of a 
flute. The clarinet always has a 
solo part to play in an orches¬ 
tra", Ali observes proudly. 

Ali's pursuit of an artistic ca¬ 
reer is no surprise, since he 
comes from a well-known fam¬ 
ily of artists; his father is a fa¬ 
mous Iraqi 'actor/script-writer, 
his sister is a well-known ac¬ 
tress and his brother is also a 
musician. 

His love for the clarinet start¬ 
ed at the age of seven, when his 
parents took him to the Bagh¬ 
dad School of Music for an au¬ 
dition. After a long and thor¬ 
ough examination. which 
included not only a musical try¬ 
out but also a medical check¬ 
up, it was discovered that 
Shawki possessed a strong 
chest, teeth and good musical 
fingers. The examination 
board’s decision was to accept 
him to study the clarinet. Later, 
his skill led him. to travel to 
Bulgaria to further bis educa¬ 
tion. 

Ali Shawki's choice to play a 
musical piece by Bulgarian 
composer Boris Karadimcev is 


other pieces have a slight Indi¬ 
an flair. As a whole, the exhibi¬ 
tion does not appear to be the 
work of two Americans, a re¬ 
mark which seemed to surprise 
both Mr and Mrs Hluch. As 
Mrs Hluch also pointed out, 
less tangible influences are also 
present in her latest weavings. 
She believes that in a subtle 
way, her experiences as a west¬ 
ern woman living in Zrbid has 
had an impact on her craft- 
work. "I think that Jordan has 
influenced my work in a way 
that any place would," Mrs 
Hluch. a mother of two. re¬ 
sponded. "Some things you 
take from your environment, 
other things just seep into your 
work," she explained. 

An avid admirer of Palestini¬ 
an embroidery and bedouin 
rugs, she feels that the style of 
traditional crafts found in Jor¬ 
dan are now influencing her 
weavings. The piece Mrs Hluch 
identified as her most recent 
work is sewn together in much 
the same way as local rugs; the 
thread connecting the separate 
sections constitutes an integral 
part of the design. "From my 
perspective," she began. The 
society is covered. Tm not a 
part of it and I don't know that 
many people. I feel that every¬ 
thing around me is veiled. 
That's why I call these weav¬ 
ings covers." 

The large wail hangings.-Mrs 
Hluch's most impressive pieces 
on display at the exhibition are 
labor intensive. One of the 
weavings, a work with rows of 
three boxes adorned with sym¬ 
bols such as birds and horses, 
took up four months to finish. 

Mrs Hluch does not work 
with a blue print With the ba¬ 
sic idea in mind, she then pro¬ 
ceeds to build on it The silk 
materia] is painted and put on 
the loom. Trying out new 
things as she goes along, some¬ 
times the end result comes as a 
surprise. The sketches of pot¬ 
tery, women framed pictures 
and wall hangings will appeal 
to anyone with an interest in 
art textiles, antiquities or cul¬ 
ture. 

Although a homey atmos¬ 
phere would have been a more 
complimentary environment to 
take in the works of this hus¬ 
band and wife team, the exhibi¬ 
tion on display until the end of 
May is; nevertheless, outstand¬ 
ing. The Hluch's collection 
convincingly backs up their as¬ 
sertion that crafts are truly an 
art ■ 


quite natural. After several 
years of studying in Eastern 
Europe, he developed a strong 
feel and liking for a Slavic tem¬ 
perament in music. Agnes Ba¬ 
shir, Ali's piano accompanist 
describes Rondo as "A compo¬ 
sition written in the style of 
Shostakovich and Kbachatur- 
yan". Bright and jolly, the 
piece is splashed with daring 
colors and is quite "Flashy" 
and "Showy," according to the 
musicians. 

Ali Shawki is a busy clarinet 
teacher and a proud father of a 
two months-old baby. "My life 
now has gained a new dimen¬ 
sion", he says, looking happily 
fait somewhat tired. "It has also 
brought about sleepless 
nights!" Enduring his baby's 
'crying concerts' can definitely 
be more difficult and tiring 
than playing his own clarinet 
concerts. 

Apart from piano accompani¬ 
ment, Agnes Bashir performed 
solo during the recital. She pre¬ 
sented Polonaise by Chopin in 
C minor, Fantasia in D minor 
by Mozart and three Preludes 
by Gershwin. 

Being a great fan of Ameri¬ 
can Jazz, Blues and other 
trends of modem music, Agnes 
favours Gershwin most since 
he brilliantly incocporated the 
essentials of jazz into modem 
classical music. 

Carefully selected programs, 
which also accommodated per¬ 
sonal preferences by the two 
musicians, was a sure token of 
the success of the recital. ■ 



His Majesty King Hussein while meeting with Mr Yang 
! Ak Roh, vice president of Gold Star Korea 

| Gold Star explain 
I future prospectus 

! • On the oc- 
! casion of the 
I 40th anniver- 
j saiy of His 
Majesty 
King Husse- | 
in's assump¬ 
tion of his , 
constitutional [ 
powers, and 
i the first anni¬ 
versary of 
! opening Gold 

| f Jordarc From left to right: Mr Mustafa Khalili, Mr 

I several dele- Roh and Mr Mohammad Khalili 
! gations from 

I Gold Star companies from Lebanon, Cyprus, Egypt, and other 
! South East Asian nations visited Jordan to take part in the said cel¬ 
ebrations. Heading the delegations was Mr Yong Ak Roh, the 
vice President of Gold Star Korea, who met with His Majesty the 
King at the noon of 29 April. So impressed was he by the meeting 
that he said, "Of all the kings and presidents that I met through the 
years. Kins Hussein seems to be the most enthusiastic about the 
economic development of his country". 

Later in the afternoon of the same day, a press conference was 
held at the Forte Grand Hotel. Local and foreign newspapers at¬ 
tended the conference which laid down the accomplishments of 
the company and the future plans that will work their way for the 
development of Jordan's hi-tech industry, as well as uplifting the 
image of the Jordanian market and its ability to export the prod¬ 
ucts to other nations. Gold Star Jordan exported some of its prod¬ 
ucts to Russia; a remarkable achievement in its first year of opera¬ 
tion. Mr Mustafa Darwish Al-Khalili; chairman of the board of 
directors of Gold Star Jordan, along with Mr Mohammad Dar¬ 
wish Al-Khalili; General Manager of Gold Star Jordan, highlight¬ 
ed the main products of the corporation which range from televi¬ 
sions to no-frost refrigerators to chest freezers _ to heaters, and 
future plans to manufacture computers, telephones and facsimile 
machines. 

Later that night, the corporation hosted a dinner banquet at the 
Forte Grand Ball Room attended by almost hundreds businessmen 
l and their families to celebrate the occasion. 


9 USAir will add two new 
destinations to its flight 
schedule from Philadelphia 
International 

Airport on 9 - 

June, 1993 as "NT 

it begins I I 

nonstop ser- B J L/j 

vice to Seat- _ 

tie and San y a ,v 
Diego. "This USAir beg 

new trans¬ 
continental 

service shows USAir's com¬ 
mitment to adding attractive 
new markets to the schedule 
of flights available from Phfl- 


USAir begins with you 


adelphia International Air¬ 
port for the benefit of local 
customers as well as our 
connecting 

- hub passen- 

A 9 gers," said 

Richard 
Mifler,. 

" USAir's Phfi- 

... adelphia dis- 

tS With yOU trict sales 

manager. At 
its PhiladeL 
phia hub, USAir currently >. 
operates 205 daily jet and 
110 daily USAir Express de¬ 
partures. 



m 


9 The Amman's Player Or¬ 
chestra, which is due to hold 
a concert on Saturday, 8 May 
at the RCC at 8:00 pm, con¬ 
sists of 25 players and a vo¬ 
calist They play different 
conventional instruments In¬ 
cluding string, wind, brass 
and percussion instruments. 
Their style is a mixed bag of 
classical, jazz, and Orches¬ 
trated Arab music. It is 
worth mentioning that this is 
the first band of its kind to be 
registered at the Ministry of 
Culture last 17 August 1992. 


EXHIBITIONS 

9 The Abdul Hameedr Shoman 
Foundation is hosting an exhi¬ 
bition of paintings by Salem Al 
Dabbagh, JHimat M Ali and 
Karim Rassan on Monday 10 
May at 6:00 pm. 

9 Her Royal Highness Prin¬ 
cess Wijdan Ali wifi inaugu¬ 
rate Suha Katibah Noursi's ex¬ 
hibition on Saturday 8 May at 
the Spanish Colturai Centre. 

• Youssef AbdeUte is current¬ 
ly exhibiting his paintings at 
the Balka'a Art Gallery. Exhibi¬ 
tion will continue until 11 May. 


9 Ahmad Nawash's exhibition 
of paintings will be opened on 
Sunday, 25 April at die French 
Cultural Center. It will continue 



.until 12 May. 

FILMS ’ 

9 The European Film Festi¬ 
val opens on Sunday, 9. May at 
8:00 pm with, the Belgian film 
'Wait; Until Spring; Bandirn 1 ; 
(By invitation only). Other 
films, to-be shown are No More 
Mr Nice Guy (Germany), The 
House of Bernards Alba 
.(Spaing The Discreet (France), 
The Cherry Orchard (Italy),. 
Truly, Madly, Deeply (UK); 
The Vanishing (Netherlands), v 
See page 9 for full details. 

9 . The American 'Center'win 
screen Bonnie and Clyde 7 on 
Thursday, 6 May at 6:00 pm. : 

LECTURES 

9 The Friends of Archaeology' 
will host a lecture at the RCC, 
-Saturday, 8 May, by.Professor. 
Edoardo Borzatti von Lowen- 
stem on The Map of Jebel 
Amud in the Desert of South-: 
era Jordan. 


9 Dr Abdul Kareem Khalifeh 
-wall run a lecture entitled The 
Arabic language: Reality and 
Ambition at tfrc Arabic Lan- 
“guage Consortium near Al 
Jami’ah Mosque on Saturday, 8 
May at 5:00 pm:-. - 


BASKETBALL ; 7* 

9 if you're latticing for a tot;of: 
yeahs and.wows try not to niissV- 
the". Harlem. Globetrotters' 
amazing show, Coming your 
way.on 6 May. Tickets, costing , 
JplO a piece, are available af 
Aramex, New'York New York 
and Hotel IntercoritinemarJor- ' 
flan. i 


CONCERT 

- 9 The Amman's. 
Players Orchestra 
will; present an 
evening of music' 
on Saturday, 8 
May, at 8:00 pm 
at the RCC. - 
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THE STAR9 


Programs on 
JTV from 
8 — 14 May 



ENGLISH PROGRAM 

SATURDAY 


8:30 — Special Program: A 
Nation and a King 
9:00 — Forever Green 
9:30 — Saturday Variety 
Show 

10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — Feature Film, 'Fatal 
Friendship' 


SUNDAY 


8:30 — Special Program 
9:10 — The Good Guys, Part 

n 

10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — Voltaire: Ce Diable 
d'Homme 


MONDAY 


8:30 — 
9:10 — 
Bone. 
10 : 00 - 
10 : 20 - 
10:40 
Friends 
friend 
abuse. 


Special Program 
■ Dinosaur: Tale of a 


- News in English 

- Jordan Weekly 

- Street Justice, 
step to help another 
from her husband's 


TUESDAY 


8:30 — Special Program 
9:10 — Forever Green. Jack 
and Harriett are offered to be¬ 
come partners in a lumberjack 
company. 

10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — Film: 'Mission of the 
Shark'. The story of the India¬ 
napolis; the navy ship that car¬ 
ried the components of the A- 
bomb to Guam during the 2nd 
World War 





Hu Mil 










xuijn 








The Good Guys, Sunday, at 9:10 


10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — Movie of the Week, 
’Absolute Strangers'. Starring 
Henry Winkler. 


MERCREDI 


DIMANCHE 


WEDNESDAY • 


.-.^^FBIDAY: 


8:30 — Chance in a Million 
9:15 — UEFA Cup Final: Bo- 
russia Dortmund Vs Torino. 
10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — Continuation of the 
second half of the match 
11:00 — The Gravy train 


8:30—ALF 
9:10 —ENG. 

10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — Wagner 


5:40 — Les Cles de Fort 
Boyard 

7:00—Lejonmal - 

7:15 —la Journal deLTfistoire 


6:00—Le Vol du Kangonroa 
7:00—Le Journal 
7:15—French Varieties 


JEUD! 


LUNDI 


FRENCH PROGRAM 


6:00—Joseph Balsamo 
7:00 — Le Journal 
7:15 — Magazine Sportif 


SAMEDI 


MARDI 


5:30 —PifetHercule 
5:45—Superchamps. A game 
show that gathers four Europe¬ 
an children from different na¬ 
tions in a contest. 

6:15 — L’Ecoles des Fans 
7:00—Le Journal 
7:15 — Fusion 


THURSDAY 


8:30 — Special Program 
9:10 — Quantum Leap 


6:00 — Les A ventures de 
L'espace 

6:30 — Envoy £ Special. 

7:00 — Le Journal 
7:15 — Fen&tre Sur 


5:30 — Omnisciences, 
science of genetics. 

6:35 — Maguy 
7:00 — Le Journal 
7:15 — Ushiaia 


The 


VENDREDI 


5:30—Navaro 
7:00 —Le Journal 
7:15 — French Varieties 



The National Music Conservatory / 
Noor Al Hussein Foundation 


and 

The American Center 


present 

APPLE HILL CHAMBER PLAYERS 

In concert 

In the program pieces by Hoffmeister. Beethoven, 
Schumann and others. 


Tuesday, 11 May 1993 - 8:00 P.m. 

Al Hassan Bln Talal Auditorium 

University of Jordan 


rickets, for JD 5 and 3 each, are available at: 

BQljfcrie, TeL 661322 

J^S2ii2«.Td. 644227 

The America onto Td 687620 
tha National Musk: Cowanratory. Tel. wnw 


ARIES (21 March-19 
April): You'd probably rath¬ 
er do anything than go to 
work. Find hidden money by 
talking to the person in 
charge of loans. 


TAURUS (20 April-20 
May): Your mental agility 
will improve. This gives yo 
an advantage all week. Use 
it to help you get something 
you want. 


GEMINI (21 May-21 
June): An excellent week 
for romance, and not bad for 
woiking. Write papers and 
catch up on yonr reading, 
too. 


CANCER (22 June-22 
July): It might be hard to 
concentrate, due to the chat¬ 
tering of a friend or lively 
group. Tell them to take it somewhere else. 



LEO (23 July-22 August): Yon should be able to soak up 
information, so do your most difficult job early. 


VIRGO (23 August-22 September): Don't spend too much 
on luxuries. You should be very efficient early in the week. 


LIBRA (23 September-23 October): A good week for 
woridng on a creative project. If that's your job, you'll be in 

heaven! It’s also good for shopping. 



Star 


SCORPIO (24 October-21 November): Take care of bu¬ 
reaucratic paperwork- You'll be in top form, although you 
may not feel like woridng. 


SAGITTARIUS (22 November-21 December): A club 
meeting could bring you together with a new best friend. Ro¬ 
mance could result, if appropriate. 


and cultural weekly 


el. 648-298 / 652-380 


CAPRICORN (22 December-19 January): One of your as- 
sociates could be even more unreasonable than usual. Point 
out the areas that might not work. 







RJ 96.04MHZ 
SATURDAY* 


18:00 — The Top Twenty 
(UK) 

19:30 — News Bulletin, Date 
with a Stan Seduction 
20:00 — On stage: Andy 
Sheppard 

21:00 — Play of the Week: 
The Lady from the Sea 
22:00 — Pop Session 
23:00 — Pop Wagon: The 
Beatles Story 


SUNDAY 


The 


11:00 — Pop Wagon: 
Beatles Story 

14:00 — News Desk, Science 
Report: Preventing blindness, 
aging chromosomes, flavour 
synthesis. 

18:00 — Listener's Choice 
19 JO — Date with a Stan 
Adamski 


MONDAY 



Tracey Chapman: Singing for a cause 


11:00 — Talking About Mu¬ 
sic: Hans Hutter 
17:00 — Special Feature: The 
Great River Shanghai 
18:00 — Sports Round-up 
19:00 — News Bulletin, Date 
with a Star: Cheb Khaled 


FRIDAY 


TUESDAY 


17:00 — Special Feature: The 
Great River Shanghai 
19:00 — News Bulletin, Date 
with a Stan Adeva 


WEDNESDAY 


14:30 — Now Mnsic Profile: 
The 1992 chart 
18:30 — Science Report 
1900—Date with a Sian Air Sup¬ 
ply 


11:00 — Listener's Choice 

13:00 — Pop Wagon: The 

Beatles' Story 

17:00 — Country Music 

18:00 — On Stage: Andy 

Sheppard 

19:00 — News Edition. Date 
with a Star: Paula Abdul 
20:00 — Old Favorites 
21:00 — 30 Minute Theater: 
Clean State 

22:00 — Now Music Profile: 
1992 Charts 

23:00 — Classical Concerts: 
Works by Beethoven 


8:56 — Les litres de 9:00 — Nlusiquc classique 

l'actualite 

9:00 — Musique classique JEUDI 


DIMANCHE 


THURSDAY 


PROGRAMMES de RFJ 
RJ 90.00HZ 
SAMEDI 


7:00 — Croissant Chuud 
Chansons franca ises. horo¬ 
scope. infos pratiques... 

7:30 — Les Informations 
7:40 — Croissant Chaud 
(suite) 

8:30 — Perspectives Scienti- 
fiques 

8:50 — Parler au quotidicn 
8:56 — Les titres de 

l'actualite 

9:00 — Musique classique 


7:00 — Croissant Chaud 
Ch.iiiMtns fiun^aises, horo¬ 
scope. infos pratiques.. 

7:30 — Les Informations 
7:40 — Croissant Chaud 
(suite i 

8:30 — Regards sur la France 
4 reportages sur Tactual he 
Ir.mcaise 

8:56 — Les titres de 

l'actualite 

9:00 — Musique dassique 


VENDREDI 


LUNDI, MARDI, MERCREDI 


11:00 — Comedy: The Best of 
Bentine 

14:30 — My Music. A musical 
quiz. 

17:00 — Talking About Mu¬ 
sic: Kiystian Zimerman, Gary 
Karr 

18:00 — Top Twenty (UK) 


7:00 — Croissant Chaud 
Chansons franqaises. horo¬ 
scope. infos pratiques... 

7:30 — Les Informations 
7:40 — Croissant Chaud 
(suite) 

8:50 — Parler au quotidien 


7:00 — Croissant Chaud 
Chansons franqaises. horo¬ 
scope, infos pratiques... 

7:30 — Les Informations 
7:40 — Croissant Chaud 
(suite) 

8:50 — Parler au quotidien 
8:56 — Les titres de 19:00 — 
l'actualite 


7:00 — Croissant Chaud 
Chansons fran^aises. horo¬ 
scope. infos pratiques... 

7:30 — Les Informations 
7:40 — Croissant Chaud 
(suite) 

8:30 — Filgrane 

Un thOme frampis et son vo- 

cabulaire 

News Bulletin, Date with a 
Star: Jason Donovan 


rwrrvrvrrn. — — — — —— - - - - -- 

European Film Festival 
opens in Amman 


• Amman's annual feast of Eu¬ 
ropean film begins on 9 May 
when die 1993 European Film 
Festival gets underway at the 
Royal Cultural Centre (RCC) 

A special feature of this 
year’s event will be double 
screenings of the films with 
each film being shown at 8.00 
in the evening and again at 
5.00, generally the next after¬ 
noon. The double screenings 
are a response to the extraordi¬ 
nary popularity of the film fes¬ 
tival in previous years and they 
will increase the possible audi¬ 
ences and at the same time give 
diem more flexibility in their 
viewing times. 

This year's program of seven 
feature films again gives a fla¬ 
vor of the cultural diversity of 
Europe while at the same time 
crossing, literally and figura¬ 
tively, many borders. 


The festival opens with a Bel- 
gian/Italian/US joint produc¬ 
tion, Wait Until Spring, Ban- 
dim which explores the 
immigrant experience in the 
America of the 1920s. From the 
Netherlands there is The Van¬ 
ishing a tale of mystery as a 
young Dutch couple travel 
south through France for their 
summer holidays. 

The Italian contribution 
crosses borders of time and 
space to Russia for Chekov’s 
classic, The Cherry Orchard, 
while the British film stays at 
home but tackles the ultimate 
border with a whimsical ghost 
story. Truly, Madly, Deeply. 

The three remaining films 
also slay at home to explore 
universal social themes, Spain 
with a film version of the Lorca 
classic The House of Bernar¬ 
ds Alba, the French La Dis¬ 


crete is a story of 
love spurned and 
avenged while 

Germany's Wir 
konnen auch and- 
ers follows the ad¬ 
ventures of two 


young men in pur¬ 
suit of their inheri- 
lance and new life. 



or 


All films are either in English 
have English sub-tilles. 
Please note the 9 May perfor¬ 
mance of Wait Until Spring, 
Bandini, is by invitation only. 
Tickets for all other perfor¬ 
mances will be available halt 
and hour before each perfor¬ 
mance. 

The following is the program 
of the European Film Festival:. 

— Waft until spring, Bandi¬ 
ni (Belgium): Sunday, at 8:00 
pm and Monday at 5:00 pm 
(The same times apply for the 


rest of the movies) 

—Wir konnen auch anders 
(Germany): Monday and Tues¬ 


day 


— La casa de Bemuda Alba 
(Spain): Tuesday and Wednes¬ 


day 


— La discrete (France): 
Wednesday and Friday 
— II giardino di ciliegi ( Ita - 
ly): Thursday and Saturday 
" — Truly, madly , deeply 
(UK): Saturday and Sunday 
— The vanishing (Nether¬ 
lands): Sunday 



% Conscience: 

| The Beloved 


AQUARIUS (20 January-18 February): You may feel like 
you have one foot nailed down all week. Just do the best you 

can. 


k THE BELOVED has re- 
g leased yet another new al- 
« bum fell of psychedelic elec¬ 
ts ironic bleerts and hvonotic 


tronic bleeps and hypnotic 

§ grooves that will take you 
on a trip to fantasy land. 
58 Their previous album, 
0 Blissed Our, was a remix of 
« their debut album Happi- 
a ness. The new album. Con - 
% science , reveals Beloved's 
k evolution to a more commer- 


| cial sounding groove. 


But that is not to say that 
» the band has slipped into die 
« abyss of commercial music; 
jg they have retained their psy- 
% chedelic feel and have added 
« a new dimension to the mu- 
» sic, 

jg The third track on the al- 


with electronic notes randomly 
hovering over sexy deep vocals. 

The single. Sweet Harmony, al¬ 
though certainly commercial, 
retains the band's feel and pres¬ 
ence. The chorus ascends into a 
climax with female backing vo¬ 
cals that add atmosphere and 
'space' to the male vocals. 

Paradise Found, the first 
track on the B side, features for 
the first time ever in Beloved s 
history an organ solo shimmer¬ 
ing on top of a house oriented 
rhythm. Frankly, it sounded 
fake to mv ears (he first time 
around, but now I am less dubi¬ 
ous about it Also the guitarhas 
been used in a sense that differs 
from previous projects. The . 

guitar has. been used with dis- album But one might also say 
Stion to give a big and fat. al- that The Beloved has become 
though not noisy, sound. May conscience to market needs. 
Re worst thing about the al- presented in a lovely psyche- 
hum k that it elearlv attempts delic style by them! 
to rehash the Successful sound If you're really interested. 



eo Firas in Jabal Al Hussein. 
This album is definitely a: 
thumbs up winner. You won't ■ 
regret it! ■ 


Ha it ham Ibrahim 


| £ Of voo can find the album at Ster- 
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World Cup qualifying 

Bergkamp snatched the draw for Dutch 
and Cantona gave France the victory 
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Caniggia pays for his 
headed goal which 
knocked Italy out in 1990 
World Cup semifinals 


SUBSTITUTE PETER van 
Vossen fired a penalty goal 
with six minutes left to play 
as the Netherlands hit back 
to tie England 2-2. last 
week, in a World Cup quali¬ 
fying soccer match in Whn- 
bley, England, 

England seemed headed 
for a victory and another 
major step toward next 
year's finals in the United 
States. But Dennis Berg¬ 
kamp outpaced England de¬ 
fender Des Walker, who 
grabbed the Dutch striker’s 
shin inside the penalty area. 
The Danish refree, Peter 


Mikkelsen. pointed to the pen¬ 
alty spot and Van Vossen 
scored the equalizer. 

Earlier, John" Barnes scored 
on a free kick after only 65 sec¬ 
onds. and David Platt got 
his 1 Sib goal in England's colors 
to give his team a 2-0 lead in 
the 23rd minute. Bergkamp 
scored for the Dutch in the 
34th. 

England squandered several 
great chances to land the 
knockout punch. As a result, 
Norway, which beat Turkey last 
week, stays atop the Croup 2 
standings, with nine points, 
while England and the Dutch 


have Eight. . 

In Paris, two goals from Eric 
Cantona gave France the victo¬ 
ry. Cantona, who had cancelled 
out an early goal from the pen¬ 
alty spot by Martin Dahiin. 
struck the winner with eight 
minutes left to keep France 
firmly at the top of European 
qualifying Group 6, two points 
ahead of Bulgaria. 

The teams seemed headed for 
a 1-1 draw until Cantona sprint¬ 
ed ahead of the two Swedish 
defenders to volly in a long 
pass from Jocelyn Angioma. 
Cantona timed his right footed 
boot perfectly. Swedish goalie 


Thomas RaveHi was abtf to 
partially deflect it hut not 
enough. The ball crept into the 

cage just, inside the fcft post. ' 

Dahiin scored in the 1.4th 
minute on a mistake by the 
French defencc» on a long pa«» 
downfiefd. French defender Ba- 
sile Bnli headed the ball to 
gdalt Bernard Lama. Bui it was 
Too jar .to die side and_Lama 
could not catch, it. Dahiin oul- 
mced : Lahui to ' the ball and 
nudged a shot that just caught 
the comer oft he goal. 

France tied it in die 41 sc min¬ 
ute oO-a. penalty'- David Ginola 
was pulled down'in the penalty 
area by Patrick Andcrsson. 
Cantona evened the match just 
four minutes before intermis¬ 
sion. M' 


pom 




Cantona 


New happy nests for 
Borg and Becker 


•r: 


ITALIAN COURT ruled a 13- 
month-suspension against the 
AS Roma's Argentine striker 
□audio Caniggia for drug 
abuse last week. Caniggia was 
suspended immediately by the 
ftalian Football League after 
tested positive for cocaine, fol¬ 
lowing Roma-Napoli league 
match March 21. 

The long-haired Roma for¬ 
ward is the second Argentine 
international to be caught up in 
a cocaine scandal in Italy in re¬ 
cent years after Diego Marado¬ 
na was banned for 15 months 
for a prosedve cocaine-test 
when he was playing for Napo¬ 
li in March 1991. 

"Caniggia and me were the 
victims of an Kalian conspira¬ 
cy," said Maradona, who last 
year left Italian club Napoli to 
join Sevilla, "when T said they 
would make us pay dearly for 
eliminating Italy from the 
World Cup, it was not a whim 



Maradona 


but the truth." 

Caniggia, who joined Roma 
for some S7.5 million, less than 
a year ago, is best remembered 
by Italian fans for his headed 
goal which sent hosts Italy 
spinning to a World Cup semi¬ 
finals exit at the hands of Ar¬ 
gentine in 1990. 

"Now they are making Ca¬ 
niggia pay for the goal which 
knocked Italy oul" added Mar¬ 
adona. 

The 13-month-ban would 
leave the 26-year-old Caniggia 
available for the 1994 World 
Cup finals in the Lhiired states, 
riut Caniggia hopes an appeal 
:an reduce his suspension. 

"It's a sad moment for me." 


WORD WISE 

Q: Would \on tv kind ennuch 10 
■^ule a disagreement bc[«ecn my.sis¬ 
ter and me' Can i use »air ./or,and 
jwai: imcrchaneeahl> ? I say ii is OK 
i.' dii this, but my si<«cr say. it isn't 
comn::. 

A: Technically ye*. They both 
mean to stay in one spot until some¬ 
thin;: you anticipate occurs. Assail, 
nou-ever. is more lorrrul and Jireran. 
People no lonrer use it in spoken 
Enplish 

Scad questions or co niw nb for Word 
Wise in P.O. Bos 4767. Orlando. Fka. 
3:802-1367. 


[Crossword Puz¬ 
zle 


Liciug natiQ iiamcjQ 
□□□□ □□□□ ganas 
anas huhII □□□□□ 

□HOHUaaCIQDEl HHH 
SUaBCJU QHtlll 

iiatlHa. tlana aouu 

3DQ HHHQEJQM U0Q 

apufcin guaH paSn 

IpQDQ pHQH HtjQDl 
3U0S0 Duulj □□Ull 


said Caniggia. "But 
Tm looking forward 
to continuing my ca¬ 
reer with Roma and 
with my national 
team. I hope I could 
play with Argentina 
in the 1994 World 
Cup in the United 
States." 

The second test 
April I, confirmed 
the presence of trac¬ 
es of cocaine in the 
sample, but lawyer 
Carlo Taormina, 
who represents AS 
Roma, said that the 
tests indicated the 
drug had been taken 
a few days before 
the game and was 
thus not intended to 
enhance Caniggia's 
performance. 

"AS Roma will 
appeal the suspen- 
Sion and a 100- Caniggia 
million-lire im- 00 
posed by the Ital¬ 
ian Soccer Tribu¬ 
nal on the club for indirect 
responsibility' in the case." said 
a team official. 

It was not the first time 
Roma have been cought in 
drugs scandals. Die club were 
rocked by the one-year ban on 
Italian star Andrea Camevaie 
back in 1990 for failing a dope 
test and current president Giu¬ 
seppe Ciarrapico is in jail 
awaiting possible trial on cor¬ 
ruption charges. River Plate 
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was also investigated for co¬ 
caine use in 1989, soon after ar¬ 
riving in Verona from the Ar¬ 
gentine club, but no charges 
were laid. 

■ Caniggia's lawyer hopes he 
could persuade the court to re¬ 
duce their suspension, and his 
manager Settimio Aloisio as¬ 
serts he will overcome this 
tragic event. 

"He's upset, of course," Aloi¬ 
sio said. "It's a disaster. But he 
is adamant he will return." ■ 


Borg/Kari 

♦ % TENNIS 
champion 
Boris Becker 
officially an¬ 
nounced his 
engagement 
to Miss Bar¬ 
bara 'Feltus- 
Ferbs at the 
Hode de Par¬ 
is in Monaco 
last week. 

His parents 
were seated 
right next to 
the happy 
couple. 

Coach Ion 
Thriac and Becker / Ferbft 
new sponsor, , ’ * / '•'!>■ 

clothing mag- : ■ Texa 

net Mr Lotto were to be seen n 
on Beker’s right ment 

Also, Tennis super star Bjorn 
Borg was having lunch with his 
new fiancee Kari Bernard!, a 
beautiful blonde at the Mointe 
Carlo Tennis Club in Houston 




■ ■ ! I 
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Texas. The happy couple has 
just moved to Borg's new apart¬ 
ment in Monaco. 


★ TOENTER.Decide r§C""‘ 

which grid position the ball j - 
is in this week (it could be 1 U v. 

in any square), then send ■ 
your answer with the com- [ ^ 4^7 
petition coupon to The 1 1 

.tor- .. try . u \ADDm 

IF-you are correct you will , 




COUPON No. 


ADBRISSSw . 


be entered into our weekly > 1 TELEPHONE : .... _ ...l 

competiton and win JD 10. ■ 




Scrambled Word 
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★ CROSSWORD PUZZLE * 


Sports 

FLASH 


m 


♦ Jordan's 4W 
team defeat- 

match that 
rook place at ■ •, 

AI Hass an 4 
stadium in V- 1- 
Irbid last :\3 
week Jeryes 
Tadros * 

scored Jor- - f ‘ 
dan's goal in 

the second half of the match. 

♦ Driving to team orders. 
Qatar's Saeed AI Hqjri 
clinched the 20th internation¬ 
al win of his career with a 
thrilling final day's perfor¬ 
mance In the 1993 Rally of 
Tunisia. 

♦ Italian volleyball teams were 
indefinitely suspended from 
competition last week, by the 
International Volleyball Feder- 


j: 


ation, which accused the 
country's Olympic offi¬ 
cials of interfering with 
the national federation's 
administration. But die 
IVF said the world cham¬ 
pion men's team can play 
in the May-July World 
League tournament be¬ 
cause the suspension can¬ 
not be recognized at 
short notice. 


sprint at the Olympic Velo¬ 
drome last week. The previous 
record of 11.101 seconds was 
set by her compatriot Galina 
Enukhina at the s'ame venue in 
July 1992. 

♦ Diego Maradona's physio- 
theraist, Fernando Signorini, 
has advised the Argentine 
star to quit football before tus 
back injury gets worse. Mara¬ 
dona's bade problem is giving 
him a lot of pain, and be 
"should think seriously about 
retirement," said Signorini in 
the Spanish daily El Mnndo, 
last week 


Unscramble these four words, one 
Icitir lo each square, to form / 
four ordinary words. / 


LAWRB 


* *993 Trejun» MCC* Semen 


CUNEL 


I'm hungry! 



OSMACT 


_si ♦ Jiri Dolezal 

broke a 1-1 tie 
early in the third pe¬ 
riod and Martin 
Hostak added an 
empty-net goal.with 
15 seconds left as the 
Czech Republic beat 
Finland 3-1 last 
week, to win Pool B 
at the Ice Hocky 
World Championship. 


♦ Russia's Olga Sliousaieva, 
23, set a “new world record of 
10.831 seconds for the 100m 





Hjan 

M16HT OCCUR . 
WHEN A HU^RANC? 
ARRIVES HOME LATBj 


Now arrange tr» cvc»d letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug¬ 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer here: A 



: ik v 


Bridge 

By Tannah Hirsch 

Safe Might Be Sorry 


♦ Ntgel Mansel underwent mi¬ 
nor back surgery on the injury 
he sustained in an April 3 crash 
at Phoenix International Race¬ 
way. 


MAQICWORD 

T.° PLAV: head th# list ol words. Look at tho puzzle. 
You U Imd these words in sB directions — horizontally, »ert»- 
caBy diagonally, bachwards. Draw a arete around each let- 
ler ot a word found in the puzzle, then strike ft off die UsL 
circling it will show a letter hos been used but win leave K 
visile should it also lonn pari of artolher word. Find the tug 
words first When loiters of aB bstad words are elided, vou'H 

EZi&sm Ro! nbar 01 lertefa hn ower - w ^ «*“* 

MORNING RADIO (Sol.: 9 letters) 

A-Audience; C-Call-in, Celebrity, Comic. Con- 
lest. Converse; D-Discuss; E-Embar rass , Ex¬ 
plain; F-Funny; G-Oall, Goof, Guest; H-Host, 
Humor l-Inform. Interview; J-Joke; K-Kid 
around; L-Laugh, Listener, M-Mischievous, 
Mock; N-News; O-Observe. Opinion; P-Prank; 
Q-Queslion; R-Remark. Report; S-Scam, 
Shocking, Show. Silly. Star; T-Talk, Tease. 
Traffic; W-Weather, Wild. Witty 


This Week’s Answer: BROADCAST 


EKO J G 
B YTTI 
REHTA 
HC MRO 
GOI RO 
UNNMA 
A V T R O 
L E E E E 
ORRNG 
BS VEC 
S El TU 
E ME S T 
RAW! O 
VCELE 
ES AET 


NI KC 
WS S A 
E WS S 
F NI G 
NI L L 
MDI L 
O WKI 
CNEI 
KVS-T 
ONTE 
HOST 
RAFF 
PI NI 
BRIT 
K1 DA 


OHS WEN 
R R A B ME 
UC SI DX 


AC Y 
HLC 
LAL 
DU A 
ROP 
S TR 
A RA 
I CN 
ONK 
YS T 
ROU 


ORL 
MA A 
U MI 
HEN 
E RO 
OF I 
US T 
E HS 
S OE 
T WU 
NDQ 


Neither vulnerable. South deals, you decided rhar it is dangerous to 
NORTH duck! You might not be able to stand 

4KJ2 a heart shift, so don’t give the defend- 

V954 ers the opportunity of finding it 

O K J 7 2 Now you have to decide how to 

_ *K7 6 tackle the diamonds. Should you take 

WEST EAST the safety play of cashing the kmg- 

#Q53 #10 8 7 4 ace and leading toward the jack, or 

VK6 VQJ102 should you take the finesse? Move to 

O 10 983 0Q6 the top of the class if your answer is. 

+ QJ10 2 # 86 3 that you do not know! 

SOUTH How many tricks you need from 

# A 9 6 the diam ond suit depends on how 

V A 8 7 3 . many spade cricks you make. If that 

9 A S 4 suit is going to provide three tricks,' 

♦ A 9 4 you need only three diamonds. But if 

The bidding: you are going to score only two spade 

South West North East tricks, you must make four diamond 

1 NT Pass 3 NT Pass tricks. 

Pass Pass So before you play on diamonds 

Opening lead: Queen of * you should take die spade finesse. 

it is all very well lo have an inti- **“ r “* ■ 

mate knowledge ofall the techniques and miraediatdy lead a spade m 

available to vou as declarer or de- When chat holds, you need 

fender. They wiU not be of much use onJ - v three ^J n “ d 

if you do not master when to apply n ?" ““ ^ 

3 play. You cash the king-ace of that 

You reach three no tntrap in quick ^uu. and you are surtably rewarded 

time. West mokes his normal leLd of * ben thc £}uccn Mls °“ 


ACROSS 
1 Coup d-— 

5 Broad valley -' • • • 
.. 9 Leopard . y 
features 

14 Miami’s county 
T5 Latin abb 11 
16 Truck type 
ITJYbss 
18 Spacer 

19-Mural or venous ■ 
start 

20 Erskjne Caidwell 
novel 

23 Fruit of a rose 

24 Singers 

25 Heredity unit 

27 Plaything " 

28 Porte cut • 

32 Describe-’ 

grammatically "• 

35 Premed course: 

abbr. - . 

36 Portend \ 

37 Since 

38 Harms 

41 In the manner of 

42 Spring 

44 Find agreeable 

45 Viper 

47 Common 
49 First lady ; . " 


50 Abound 

51 Staircase parts 
54 Stadium sound ■ 
56 Mef Gibson' JBm.'. 

(with The") 

60 Slugger Hank 

62 Superman's girl 

63 Volcano 

64 Mixes 

65 English queen: . 

66 Type of party 
.67 Brief 

68 Visionary" 

69 Ancient seaport 

DOWN 

1 Revise texts 
. 2 Fortune-tiling 
card 

3 Sun-dried brick 

4 Renters i: 

. 5 Discern : 

6 Friend of-Aramte 

7 Hideaway 

8 St ^-'s fire .. 

9 Arachnid ".. 

10 Forest god . 

11 Traveling 
12-Actress Garr. . 
13Hebuff 

21 Murmured ' 
..amorously 7 " 




22 Marble 
26 Beak 
. 28 Sinuous 

29 Attendant 

30 Inactive - 

. 31 NYSE term '. 
32—Alto 
33 Riperter - 
.34 Crosbv-Rope . 

; : film . - ' 

35 Muslim prince 

39 Texas shrine - 

40 Miser, e. 0 . 

43 Pasby- 
46 Term of 

affection • 

48 German 
Nobel (st 

49 Blackboard - 
accessory ... 

'51 String • 
52Simpie song 

53 Detection, device: 

54 Fish- r " r ‘ 

55 Vow 

57 Expression of r 
; grief.. . 

53 Cooked - . 

,59.Fury.C . 

61 Hockey name 


Mi 


i 

■ f n.. , 


the queen of clubs, and you-are faced 
with your first technical problem: 
Should you duck the first trick, or 
not? 


the second round. . , 

You have not only won the con¬ 
tract. but also die admiration of the | 
horde of spectators clustered around 


Take a p« on rbe hack from us if 


Scrambled word solution 


;ja4wuv 

iOOSVH I NriVTJ HTONR 1MVW9 ueMsuy 
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Algerian. 64127in 

Australian -. ^724^ 

Austrian Embassy. 644635 

£===sg 

—S ! i 

P* 16311 ". 823360 

Lyprus Honoraiy Cons.677550 

Czechoslovakian .. 555 1 q 5 

Danish Consulate Gen.622324 

Finnish Consulate. 623443 

J™* 11 .-641273/4 

.689351 

S'®* ..672331 

J 0 *? 0 .637262 

S? 1 .. 

Italian....——. 638l85 

Consulate Gen. Ireland.. 630878 

Japanese.672486/7 

Yugoslavian.665 107 

K^ waiU .675135/8 

.666118 

Lfbanese . 64 1381 

Moroccan. 641451 

Netherlands.637967/625165 

Indonesian.82891 1 

North Korean ..! 666349 

Norwegian Consulate. 637164 

g??™ .-.686155 

Pakistani..622787 

Palestine.677517 

People's Rep. of China..666139 

Philippines. 645161 

Polish. 637153 

Qatari.644331/2 

Romanian .667738 

Saudi Arabian. 814154 

South Korean.660745/6 

Spanish .622140 

Sudanese. 644251/2 

Swedish -.669177/9 

Swiss.—686416/7 

Syrian.-.641076 

Tunisian.674307/8 

Turkish . 641251 

United Arab Emirates 644369 

United Kingdom..823100 

United States of America.. 820101 

USSR...-.-. 641158 

Yemen. 642381 

Delegation of the EEC.668191 

UNDP..668171/7 

UNRWA.. 669194/8 

(Taiwan) . 671530 

UNICEF. 629571 

Con. of Sri Lanka.645312 

Con of Iceland.698851 


O 
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AJyemda(Air yemen)—'..653691 

Aeroflot-641510 

Air Canada—__625535 

Air France.-666055 / 667824 

..688301/2 

Air Lanka .—. 682140 

Alitalia- 625203 

American Airlines.-669068 

Arab Wings.-.,—.894484 

Adria Airways-."...667029 

Austrian Airlines..637380/66702S 

Balkan Airlines_... 665909 

British Airways .641430 

China Airlines.. 637380 

Cathay Pacific ...624363 

Cyprus Airways.667028 

Egypt Air.- 630011 

Emirates Airlines.662141/678321 

Gulf Air-653606/656616 

Hungarian Airlines_639295 

Iberia-637827/644036 

Iran Air_ 622826 

Japan AirLines -_ 630879 

K.L.M -622175 

Korean Airlines-. 676624/662236 
Libyan Arab Airlines —643831/2 

Lufthansa._..._ 601744 

Malaysian Airline.639575/653446 

M.E.A__ 636104 

Olympic- 630125/638433 

PIA-- 625981 

Phillippine Airlines_670155 

Polish Airlines. 625981 

Qanlas....._641430/655447 

Royal Jordanian._ 678321 

Sabena Belgian Airlines.. 675888 

Saudia._ 639333 

Scandinavian Airlines .... 604649 

Singapore Airlines_ 676177 

Sudan Airlines—.. 694501 

Swiss Air (G.S.A.)659791/641906 

USAJR.-.694801/2 

Syrian Air._622147 

TAROM- Romanian_637380 

Thai Airways.___— 604649 

Trans World Airline.623430 

Turkish Airlines_659102 

Yemenis Airways__628175 

Yugoslav Airlines_604911 

Queen Alia Airport (08)53200 



B f- IH: 


i-. & • cf 


important Numbers 


,e .-v.; .«• 

' "* v 




Algeria._— 

Argentina.-- 

Buenos Aires 1 


-.. 61 


00 


Adelaide8 

Germany W. 

.-.49 

Amsterdam 20 

Brisbane? 

Canberra 62 

Melbourne 3 

Penh 9 

Bonn 288 

.. 30 

Rotterdam 10 
North Yemen.... 

Athens/Pirseus 1 
Hungary.- 

..36 

Al Bnyda 6 
Hodeidah 3 

Sydney 2 

Austria.—---- 

Budapest I 

. 43 India—.. . 


Sanaa 5 

Taiz 4 


Vienna 222 

Bahrain... 973 

Belgium_ 32 

Antwerp 3 
Brussels 2 

Brazil--—.-—-55 

Rio de Janeiro 21 
Brasilia 61 

Bulgaria.__—.359 

Sofia 2 

Canada.....—_....._—.... I 

Ottawa 613 

Chile_ 56 

Santiago 2 

Cyprus-- 357 

Nicosia 21 


Bang I ore 812 
New Delhi 11 
Bombay 22 

And all cities with area codes be¬ 
ginning with 1 t 2 7 3A5i6,7, & 8. 


Indonesia.— 
Jakarta 21 


_ 62 



.42 

Prague 2 

._..45 

Copenhagen (Inner) 1 


Copenhagen (Outer) 2 

—. 593 

Quho 2 

. 20 

Cairo 2 

353 

Dublin 1 

Cork 21 

_358 

Helsinki 0 

France.. 

_33 

Paris I 




Rome 6 

Iraq..—. 

Baghdad 1 

_—. 81 

Tbkyo'3 
Kenya.. 

____254 

Nairobi 2 

...965 


...82 

Seoul 2 

Libya..... 

___218 

Tripoli 21 

.;_961 

Beirut 1 

Malaysia.—. 

.-. 60 


Kuala Lumpur 3 

Mexico__52 

Mexico City 5 

Morocco_212 

Fez 6 
Rabat 7 

Netherlands__ 31 


Nigeria.. 

Lagos 1 

Norway. 

Oslo 2 

Oman. 

Pakistan. 

Karachi 21 
Lahore 42 
Peshawar 521 
Rawalpindi/Islamabad 5! 

Paraguay. 

Asuncion 54 

Peru... 

Lima i4 

Philippines.. 

Manila 2 

Poland.. 

Warsaw 22 

Qatar. 

Romania.. 

Bucharest 0 

Saudi Arabia. 

AI-Khobar 3 
AI-Madina 4 
Dammam 3 
Jeddah 2 
Mecca 2 
Riyadh 1 

Spain. 

Barcelona 3 
Madrid 1 


967 


234 

.. 47 

968 
. 92 


... 595 

.51 

..... 63 

.48 

... 974 
.40 

... 966 


34 


Marbella 52 
Majorca 71 

Sri Lanka..94 

Colombo 1 

Sudan.249 

Khartoum 11 

Sweden. 46 

Stockholm S 

S\ria.963 

Damascus 11 

Taiwan. 886 

Taipei 2 

Thailand..66 

Bangkok 2 

Tunisia..216 

Tunis I 

Turkcx. 90 

Ankara 4 
Istanbul 1 

UAE..971 

Abu Dhabi 2 
Ajman 6 
A1 Ain 3 
Dubai 4 
Fujairah 70 
Ghyathi 52 
Ras Ai Khaimah 77 
Shaijah 6 

Umm Al Quwuin 6 

UK.44 

London firmer 71/outer 81» 

Uruguay. 598 

Montevideo 2 

USA. 1 

New York 212/718 
Washington 202 

USSR.-.7 

Moscow 095 

Venezuela..58 

Caracas 2 

Yugoslavia..38 


Emergencies 

Amman Go\ emorju. 

Amman Ciril Deserve...i ,; ’ 
Chi! Defence IrbiU . . 
Ci\i! Defence Dept .. .. 6' 

Amhuljnce.’".V' 

Amman fire br.Jeade. 

Firvi aid.. 6- : 

Blood Bank .... 

Civil Defence reduce. '< 

Police rescue r*n 
Poliec headquarter-. . • 
Traffic police... >■ 

Electric Power O' .v 1 ’ 

W.iier compI.uni* 

Queen \lia Airjvri : 

RJ Fhehi Info.. 


Hospitals 


Hussein Medical Cent: 
Khaledi Maienut... 
Aklell Maternity . . 
Jahal Amman Mater;a'. 
Mulhas. J Aninian . 
Palestine. Shnicisani. 
Shmeisam I l»'%pi!.i' 
Uuicerstiy Ho-piu! . 
Al-Muashcr H.t-ri'.d 
The Islamic. VJ'J.di 
Al-Ahli. AKJ. 1 I 1 .. . 
Italian- ■M-Muli.-avce 
Al-Bashir. Ashr.ilieh 
Ainiy. Mark.i.. . 
Queen Mia Ho-pn i : 
Anul Hospital. 

General 


Jordan Tele vt-mn 
Radio lord 111 
Ministry «»i T.uir;-i:i 
Hotel complaint-. 

Price complaini- 
Telephone ll}ltT'IMt:«>!l 
Jordan and Mu!.lie fa-: 1 
Repair service 
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Jordan's political, economic 
and cultural weekly 


Editorial & advertising 
telephone number: 648298 

Distribution: Jordan 
Distribution Agency, 
telephone: 630191 
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USAir begins with you 


For information 
& reservations: 

® 694-801 


Folklore Museum: Jewelry and 
costumesover 100 years old. Also 
mosaics from Madaba and Jerash 
(4th to 18th centuries). The Ro¬ 
man Theatre, Amman. Opening 
hours: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. year 
round.Closed Tuesdays. Tel: 
651760. 

Jordan Archaeological Mu* 
seum: HasanexcellemcoHecrion 
of the antiquities of Jordan. Jabal 
Al-Qal'a (Citadel Hill). Opening 
hours: 9 a.m - 5 p.m.). Closed 
Tuesdays. Tel: 638795. 

Jordan National Gallery: Con¬ 
tains a collection of paintings, ce¬ 
ramics. and sculptures by contem¬ 
porary Islamic artists from most 
of the Muslim countries, and a 
collection of paintings by 19th 
century Orientalist artists. Munta- 
zah. Jabal Welbdeh. Hours 10 
a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Closed Tues¬ 
days.^Tel. 630128. 



UPS Government Depis. 


Royal Cultural Centre.. 661026/7 
American Centre Library. 641520 

British Council.636147/8 

French Cultural Centre..... 637009 
Goethe Institute.-..—— 641993 
Soviet Cultural Centre— 644203 
Spanish Cultural Centre ..'624049 
Turkish Cultural Centre- 639777 

Haya Arts Centre.—.665195 

Hussein Youth (5ty— 667181/5 

Y.W.C.A.... 641793 

Y.W.M.A—.i.— 664251 

Amman Mun. Library— 637111 
Univ. of Jordan Library— 834555 
R. S.C. N.,—.837931/ 837937 


Concord____ 677420 

Rainbow—___ 625155 

Plaza.-.—..674111 

Philadelphia——— 634144 
Nijoum 675571 

Sports Qubs 

Al Hussein Sports Gty.667181 

Orthodox Ch5>.— 810491 

Royal Automobile Club... 815410 

Royal Shooting Club- 736572 

Royal Chess Club.673713 

Royal Racing Chib— 09-801233 
Jordan Bridge Assoc..—.676990 



Jordan's leading 
economic news¬ 
letter'. Published 
by Info-Media. 
Call 652-380 


Al Andaiusiah.—.-.606821 

Swan National- 694882 

Sbakhshir... 668958 

Al-JabaJ -.-..606669 

Kdda . 665161/665153 

AJ-Labadi_813554 

NationaL-.—.639197/8 

Nebo-. 816792 

Petra—.:. 605501 

Al-RimaL.-.639861 

Al-Saraer -.—771707 

Satelite.-625767/621471 

Star...-. 604904 

Sahara...- 694883 

Hertz (Inti.)-- 694802 

Al-Waha -.-.— 674105 

Amin Jarrar..-.670498 

Amman_666327 

Arabian'- 641350 

Avis. 699420 

Al Barakeh.—.687988 

Budget......-..604230 

De'as_ 669970 

Dirard _ 660601 

Europcar —-601350/80 

General Services-674100 


Amman 

Crown-.798181 

Philadelphia..663100 

Marriott.. 660100 

Regency.660000 

Jerusalem .665094 

InterContinental. 641361 

Ambassador. 665186 

Commodor.6651 SI 

Middle East.-. 667150 

Grand Palace..661121 

Tyche .661114 

International.-. 841712 

San Rock.. 813801 

Alia Gateway.(08) 51000 

Amra . 815071 

Plaza .674111 

Aqaba 

Holiday Int'L.-.312426 

Miramar...-.-314340 

Al-Cazar_ 314131 

Coral Beach -. 313521 

Aquamarina 1.316250 

Aqaba..314091 

Aqaba Guff Hotel.—316636 


St. Joseph Church: I Roman Catho¬ 
lic) Jabal Amman, Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation: (Ro¬ 
man Catholic) Jabal Weibdeh. Tel. 
637440. 

De la Salle Church: (Roman Cath- 
. olicjJabal Hussein.Tel.661757. 
Terrasancta Church: (Roman 
Catholic). Jabal Welbdeh, mass in 
Italian every Saturday at 5:30 p.m. 
Tel. 622366. 

Church of the Annunciation: 
(Greek Orthodox) Abdali, Tel. 
623541. 

Church of the Redeemer: Jabal 
Amman. Tel. 625383. 

Armenian Orthodox Church: 
Ashrafieh. Tel. 775261. 

Sl Ephriam Church: (Syriac Or¬ 
thodox) Ashrafieh. Tel 771751. 
Amman International Church: 
(Interdenominational} meets at 
Southern Baptist School in Shmei- 
sani. Tel. 652526. 

Church of the Good Shepherd: 
(Evangelical Lutheran) Urn As- 
Summaq Tel. 811295. 


Foreign A (Tails I Jahal Amman Tel. o44.V>! 

Interior Ministry/ Jabal A mm.in TcL 6*311 1 

Finance & Customs AKIah Td. 636J21 

Public Health/Jahal Al-Husscin Td. (tfiSI-H 

Education / Abdali Td. 6691S1 

Higher Education / Jubaiha Tel. 847671 

Justice / Shmaisani Tel. b63IOI 

Planning / Jabal Amman Td. 644466 

Public Works & Housing l Abdali Td. 66S4H1 

Municipalities & Environment ’ J.ih.i! Atnm.ni7vL tvJS.Vt.* 

Industry «£ Trade/ Abdali Tel. 663/VI 

Supplies/ Abdali Tel. 602121 

Awqaf & Islamic Attorn / Jahal Al-Hu,'«it Tel. MrfiJxi 

Agriculture /Univ erst tv Road Tel 6SS15I 

Labour/ Abdali Tel 698186 

Social Development Mabal Amman Td.673191 

Transport / Eighth Circle TeL 6414b! 

Post & Communications« Eighth Circle TcL b24.Vji 
Information / Jabal Amman Tel 641467 
Water & Irrigation / Shmaisani Td otiUlOO 
Energy & Mineral Rew'uiecs ! Swat fey eh Tel. SlrnlS 
Culture/Jaha/ Ammon TcL 636.W1 
Youth / University Tel. 604701 
Parliamentary AfTairs t Abdali Td. i>412!! 

Tourism & Antiquities / Jabal Amman TeL 6423! 1 
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✓ 

Nichllv with oar Singer 
Mr. ZAKIKHOVRI 
call in at:lC4677 
Abdmm/ ai the 2nd Floor 

Jordan Supermarket Bldg^ 



41. ANDALOMA 


gsag CHTIt HH IBB SEIWCC | 
Mechanic, Electrician and 
Tow Truck are available 
to help yon 

24 HOURS A DAY 

Just Call:682097 

n„r nrrmt savs it aU 


Ao 0OOR % 

S' A? 

O ANWAK ABBAS 

~ &CO. 

❖ Drawing tables 
& accessories 

❖ Engineering SuppHoS 

❖ Surveying Equip™** 1 * 

❖ Stationary 

TeL 692SI9 - 692184 
Fax. 692184 



tP 




Sl 


Rent a ear 


ft, 

°^/ne as 






All of our cars an 
1993 models 
Garden Stnat 
Tots eoeazt , fax: 606961 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 



Amman-TeL 668193 
P.O.Box 9403-Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTLJO 
Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 




The flratl host 


in Jordan 

1st Grde. Jabal Amman, near 
AhSyyahfiiris School 

Opea dtOy12.-003J0 

br-£3. 

&:3IMi&sSs£g?X 
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The first haute cuisine 
menu designed for those 

zoho lime fine food. It mir¬ 
rors our special sh/ks and 

taste leads. 

Warm, Hospitable, 


for vofsr reservations call 
639197 



■The most delicious 
Arabic Sweets 
■All types of Bread , 
■Cakes & Pastries v 

7tri circle. Tet. 8200UU 





PIZZAS, SNACKS, CAKES 

Seated & Take Away 

(all day) j 

Shmeisaril. Tel. £99166 





OpandaUr 

IED0-IU4I 

Fmt 

HM-UkMoM 

Enjoy our sprhtg menuft phis the 
GtafodaBy specially for lunch 
For u m ih H — fl ii w eoB 888746 




/i O 


Jordan Hot -line 
24 hours 
it's free 

it's a short cut for 
information 
Hotels , Rent-a- 
Car , Restaurants , 
Entertainment 


* The only restaurent in Jordan with a truly 
authentic atmosphere and a taste of the 
Far East Chinese, Filipino, Thai. 
Malaysian, Indonesian & Japanese 
specialities. 

* Live band every night. 

* Worldwide programmes live via satellite. 
9 Cocktails. 


46 Buhturi Street 
2nd Circle, Jabal Amman 
Opposite French Loaf 
First Floor 


For take away 
reservation 
please cal! us si: 

653482 


T2 &.5TS - 12 F 


- L 



AQABA GULF 


Your first eftoiee in 


For reservations call (03) 316636 
Fax (03) 318246 



To advertise in this space, call us ai 

652-380 


»r 
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COMPUTING & HIGH TECH 


N 


O 


Computer 
Companies 

■ You are invited to 
share your news with 
our readers. Fax your 
messages to us on 
648298 or write lo 
P.O.Box 93! 3 
Amman. 


Revolutionizing office technologies integration: 

AcerPAC Multimedia PC 


EQU1PING AN office can be a 
pain-staking job, especially 
with all ihe different technolo- 
gies you will need. You need a 
PC. fax machine, telephone, ra¬ 
dio and you might be consider¬ 
ing some forms of entertain¬ 
ment like a CD-player. 

Acer, the Taiwanese PC man¬ 
ufacturer. might just provide 
the answer to your different 
needs with its "Personal Activi¬ 
ty Center" tPACl. The Acer¬ 
PAC 150 +. known in Europe 
as the AcerPAC 450, is a low 
cost, multi-purpose, fully fea¬ 
tured 4S6SX system running at 
25MHz that integrates the key 
elements of the MPC standard 
such as audio, video, text, im¬ 
ages and graphics. This is 
achieved by the practical inclu¬ 
sion of a variety of hardware 
add-ons within the case of what 
essentially looks on Lhe outside 
like a normal multi-media PC. 

In the Acer PAC you gel sev¬ 
eral components. The "Music 
Center" includes a CD player 
which can play audio and data 
CDs and an eight-channel ster¬ 
eo mixer'that allows profes¬ 
sional audio mixing. Then 
there's the "Telephone Answer¬ 
ing Device” which is a built-in 
answering machine that re¬ 
ceives fax transmissions and 
voice messages. You can play¬ 
back and erase messages just 
like any other answering ma¬ 
chine. Another couple of very 
useful features are Stan Smart 


which can turn on your ma¬ 
chine to take fax messages or 
phone calls and turns it off 
again. SaveSmart, another fea¬ 
ture, can automatically recall 



the data that was on screen 
when you turned off the com¬ 
puter to display it the next time 
you turn the computer on. 

The AcerPAC comes with a 
basic configuration of 130MB 
fixed disk, 4MB RAM and a 
1.44MB diskette drive. This 
pack is the follow up to a 
386SX based pack released 
over a year ago in the US 
which was a success. 

Compared to other MPC 
packs from other manufactur¬ 
ers, the AcerPAC beats them 
on additional features and com¬ 
prehensive on-line documenta¬ 
tion in full color which is easily 


accessible through a click of 
the mouse. The true art of the 
whole pack lies in the hardware 
and software integration mak¬ 
ing all the components of the 
pack compatible with one an¬ 
other. 

The integration of a phone, 
fax and radio makes the Acer¬ 
PAC an ideal home machine. 
There's lots of software to look 
at and you can listen to your fa¬ 
vourite radio show while you 
work. And remember that you 
won't have to worry about run¬ 
ning across the room between 
your fax and computer desk! 

Acer are not only aiming this 
pack at the business user but it 
is also aimed at the consumer 
electronics market which 
brings to mind the important 
role multi-media packs are ex¬ 
pected to play in homes in the 
near future. If you're consider¬ 
ing working within the frame¬ 
work of the "home office" con¬ 
cept, then the AcerPAC should 
be a sign of the future in that 
direction. Other manufacturers 
are putting together similar 
packs which blend business 
needs and entertainment into a 
single machine. Keep an eye 
open on developments in this 
field in the near future. 

For more information on the 
AcerPAC you can contact Spe¬ 
cial Systems Company (SSC), 
authorised dealers for Acer in 
Jordan. ■ 
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Arabic support for DOS 6.0 
from Microsoft 


• DOS 6.0 is Microsoft's lat¬ 
est addition to the DOS series 
of operating system software 
which, surprisingly, can give 
users immediate Arabic sup¬ 
port. 

This is because Microsoft 
decided last year to release an 
Arabic support disk that 
would be compatible with all 
future DOS versions. The 
disk, called "Arabic Lan¬ 
guage Support for DOS 1.0", 
was meant to replace tbe 
need for the release of a veri- 
on of DOS 5.0 with Arabic 
support. 

This polity paid off recenl- 
ty when Arabic language us¬ 
ers didn't have to wait for an 
Arabic support disk and 
could immedialley use DOS 
6.0 with Arabic applications. 

All the features of DOS- 
support remain intact and 
functional with DOS 6.0. The 
user doesn't have to make 


any changes to the CON- 
FIG.SYS file and will be able 
to run tbe Arabisation direct¬ 
ly from the command line, 
and can load the printer dis¬ 
play and the mouse drivers 
together for the whole system 
or individually for different 
applications. 

The Arabization occupies 
34KB in the conventional 
memory and Zero KB when 
it runs on 386 or higher 
based computers being load¬ 
ed up with Upper Memory 
blocks (UMBs) 

Arabic DOS support can be 
used with Arabic Windows 
3.1 in the Windows enhanced 
mode and the Arabic DOS 
applications can be multi- 
tasked. 

Arabic DOS manager is an 
Arabic DOS shell which ena¬ 
bles the user to manage DOS 
in Arabic without any knowl¬ 
edge of the English DOS com¬ 


mands. 

Arabic support for DOS is 
compatible with the Arabized 
DOS display .support for 
EGA and VGA' and includes 
more than 50 printer drivers. 
It supports the most popular 
DOS Arabic code pages. 

After running tbe DOS sup¬ 
port, the user can press 
Ctri+RIght Shift for Arabic 
writing for right to left screen 
orientation, or Ctrl+LefL Shift 
for writing in Latin for right 
to left orientation. Pressing 
Alt instead of Ctrl allows Ar¬ 
abic writing without changing 
the screen orientation. 

An Arabic manual is in¬ 
cluded in the Arabic DOS 
support package. 

So, if you've got DOS 6 and 
are still waiting , for Arabic 
support, ask for the "Arabic 
Language Support, for DOS 
L0" from your local 
Microsoft dealer. 


News update 


Color Classic takes off 
in Jordan 

# Since it first went on show at 
the Apple Expo last month, this 
machine has captured the atten¬ 
tion of the Mac-using Jordani¬ 
an public. You can literally say 
that tbe machine is flying off 
the shelves. 

Actually, it's not exactly on the 
shelves in Jordan yet since 
Ideal Systems, distributors for 
Apple Computer in Jordan 



don't have any in stock, but can 
get it on order. Anyway, this 
initial success of the Color 
Classic is a direct result of its 
special low price of JD U30 at 
the expo which is now back to 
JD 1250. Anyway, that's still 
cheap seeing as Macintosh 
computers were just too expen¬ 
sive for the average user a'few 
months ago. 

This machine's only major 
drawback is its tiny 10 inch 
screen. This display, although 
being crystal clear, can only 
provide a resolution 512 x 384 
pixels which can accommodate 
half that of an 800 x • 600 
SVGA monitor. So its not ex¬ 
actly the ideal machine for desk 
top publishing. Still, the ma¬ 
chine is an excellent entry level 
Macintosh which should satisfy 
the dreams of color-hungry 
Macintosh buyers with a tight 
budget. 


GroupWare ]93 




This is the 
first execu¬ 
tive confer¬ 
ence on 
Groupware 
to be held 
in Europe. 

It will pro¬ 
vide a 
unique forum for the discussion 
of Groupware and its benefits, 
for your organization. 

The vendor co-sponsers include 
Lotus. ' Microsoft, Olivetti^ 
WordPerfect, Bull, Sun Solu¬ 
tions, ICL, Siemens Nixdorf, 
Digital Equipment and Corpo¬ 
rate Software. „ 

This confexence, under the slo¬ 
gan of "Groupware. What's in it 
for ytni?" will be held in Stock¬ 
holm on '5 t 6 May, London on 
10j-ll May and Frankfort be¬ 
tween .. . 13-14 May. 
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VAT under the mat 


AN INTENSE discussion was trig¬ 
gered off last week regarding the cus¬ 
toms duty and Value. Added Tax on 
computers. 

Dr Ziad Fariz, Minister of Planning, 
stated that the customs duty on: com¬ 
puters was actually meant to be high¬ 
er; the authorities concerned eventual¬ 
ly decided on a grading scale ranging 
from 11 to 25 percent This , was to 
support the development of the computer sector to this eoun- 
try. ■ • - •••• •. /■ - "• - 

However, Minister of Trade and Industry, Dr Abdallah 
Nsour said that "After trying the customs duty for a period of 
time, some negative aspects have come tb light making it 
necessary to revise the legislation and maybe even back off 
from it altogether." 

So there are obviously different and almost contradicting 
views on the customs duty. There is no information, at the 
moment on wether or not .theVcantteUatiqn of the customs 
duty on computers is even befog discussed; As for the voices 
against this tax .from within the computer sector, well let's 
just say there's been little objection. Itwouldseem as if- ven¬ 
dors are happy with the tax! This, of course, is an indication 
that sales have; not gone down as a result of die tax and that 
few customers are complaining. Either that, or prices have 
-gone down on their own. 

An opinion falling ford this line .of "argument was sounded 
by Mr Walid Ai Asrar, adminlstrative manager of die Jordan 
Computed Society^ (JCS). According-to Mr A1 Asfar," the 
key point here is that computer prices, .on the international 
market are continuously decreasing. When these prices start 
tofilter into the Jordanian market, you can expect the prices 
asked by Jordanian vendors "to decrease. All u r takes, is one 
vendor selling a new. 4^6 at the price of a 38fr for the rest of 
the vendors to-follow arid slash their prices accordingly." 
This is true- owfogio the fact that, fo spite* Of the customs 
duly, computer prices in Jordan, have almost-remained the 
same. That is, after a fluctuation period which immediately 
followed the : legislation. 

A similar: effect can be expected with the Value Added 
Tax, if implemented: The talk, at the moment, isiabout wether 
to go with the 5 percent or 10 percent increase. As for com¬ 
puters;.^ is still not clear if they will be treated as an excep¬ 
tion .seeing as computers qualify as .an educational product. 
Anyway^ if. the VAT goes into effect, you cto expect prices 
to go up initially, decreasing when the effect of fower interna¬ 
tional prices hits the Jordanian market as explained before. 
The good news conveyed by Dr Pariz was tluit the govern¬ 
ment had recently decided to exempt 50 percent of taxable 
profits made from exporting software. This measure is aimed 
at encouraging local companies to export software and com¬ 
pere mteroatiODally. 

The debate rages on while buyers react quite strangely. 
Some are nishing to buy computers before the VAT i& imple- 
foajtheywillsave theiFmoney bydolog 

Sir W®? 1 ® ***** com* down ahd 

that they should wa# a while. If you ask me, it's a very tricky 
situation. But one tiring is for sure,, the 586 is comin?to Jor- 
dan soon. That should start a major price-cutiiiignimfo all* 
over again! The headaches never stop, do they? I|r : • \ 
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